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op- ALMIGHTY, ſfroinge 

the whole Univerſe over-run 

with Idolatry and Superſti- 

tion, would chuſe himſelf a People, 

who ſhould adore his Divine Majefty, 
in the Manner he would be adored _ 


by Men. He placed his Eyes on Ara. 


ham, a juſt Man, living in Innocence, 
and according to the Law of Nature : 
He commanded him to leave Meſopo- 


tamia, to abandon his Friends and Pa- 


rents, and to go and eſtabliſh himſelf 

in the Land of Canaan; a Land abound- 
ing in all Things, the peaceable Poſ- 

ſellon of which he promiſed to gies — 


| 4 his numerous Poſterity. 
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Tims great Patriarch, and moſt 


worthy Father of the Faithful, hav- 


Ing an entire Confidence in the Word 
of God, came to Canaan; where, as 
well by his wonderful Humility as his 
great een he not only made 


himſelf beloved, but feared, by the 
great Lords of the Country, called 


Kings in thoſe Days, they having no 


Perſons above them. Here he lived 


ſome Time, taking up his Abode at 
Hebron, and died in the Simplicity 
of a Paſtoral Life, in the 175th Year 

of his Age; a Man renowned for his 


Piety and Virtue, and beloved both 


of God and Man. Here his Son Iſaac 
paſſed his Days in great Comfort and 
Tranquility, dying in the 185th Year 
of his Age: But Jacob, his Son, ſirnamed 


T1/rael, went into Egyßt, with his 


whole Family, in Number 70 Perſons, 
whoſe Deſcendants afterwards com- 

poſed the 12 Tribes of 1/rael. They 

= multiplied extremely, in ſpight of the 

| Perſecution of the Egyptians, who 
+ apts them in building Pyramids, 


and 


EFS eee og a cs 


, % ou Ay 1 1 cue 6 


The Lirs of David. 3 
and other ſevere Labours. They were 
brought out of Captivity under the 
Conduct of Moſes ; after having wan- 
dered 40 Years in the Wilderneſs, and 


had Time to_ know that they were 


under the viſible Protection of the 


living God. Moſes, in the Preſence 


of : People, trembling with Fear 


and Reſpect, ſpoke to the Lord upon 
the Mount of Sinai, in the midſt of 
Thunders and Lightenings; received 
the Tables of Stone, whereon was 
written with the Finger of God the 


Commandments; and ſome Time 


after built the Tabernacle and Ark, 


where the Almighty vouchſafed to 


abide in all his Majeſty and Glory: 


He vanquiſhed the Amorites, ſaw the 


Promiſed Land from the Top of 

Mount Abarim, and there died, no 
Mention being made of his Place of 
Burial. He was a Perſon of admirable }. 
Wiſdom. Foſhua,' who ſucceeded 


him in the Government of the People, 


made a Conqueſt of the Promiſed 


Land, and divided the ſame Among : 
| 23 the | 
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4 The LITE of Davio. 

the 12 Tribes of- 1/-ae/; was always 
victorious, having the Lord of Hoſts 
on his Side. 


Ar Rx his Death, for near 400 Vears, 
the 1/raelites were governed by Judges, 
and were for the moſt Part overcome 
and vanquiſhed by their neighbouring 
Kings, and reduced to Servitude. 

Theſe continual Misfortunes, the great 
Age and Infirmities of Samuel, the 
wicked and corrupt Proceedings of 
his Sons, to whom he had transferred 
the Government, induced them to be- 
lieve that they ſhould be more ſucceſs- 
ful and happy if they had a King to head 
them: Therefore they demanded one 
of Samuel, who, by the Order of God, 

poured the ſacred Oil on the Head af 
Saul. And this was ſome Years before 
David was born, about the 2900th 
Lear of the World, and 1 100 before the 
Nativity of Jeſus Chrift He wasa great 
King, but greater Prophet, renowned 
for his Victories, and e famous 
for his Penitence. 
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David (the Favourite of Heaven) 


was born in Bethlehem, a ſmall TW] n 


of the Tribe of Juda. His Father 
T/ai or Feſſe, was a Deſcendant in a 
direct Line from Judab, one of the 1 2 


Sons of the Patriarch Jacob; his Fa- 


mily were numerous, there were ſeven 
Brothers, all comely Perſons. The 
Eldeſt went and ſerved in the Army; 
but David the youngeſt ſtaid at home 
with his Father to. take care of the 
| Flocks, in which conſiſted the princi- 
pal Riches at that Time. David had 
in his Perſon all the Graces of Body 
and Mind; he was fair, had a mar- 
tial Aſpect, an agrecable Vivacity and 
Sprightlineſs in his Eyes, good Nature 
. "Modeſty in his Countenance ; 
underſtood Muſick, played admirably 


well on ſeveral Inſtruments, but above 


all well verſed in his Religion. And 
God having deſtined him to do great 
Things for his Glory, endowed him 
with all thoſe natural Qualities that 
could not but render him the Delight 
of Mankind. N g . 
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6 The Lies of DAVID. 
Hz was gone into the Deſart to 


conduct his Father's Flocks, when 
Samuel came to Bethlehem, where 


that great Prophet (who had governed 


the People 12 Years) was ng ſooner 


_ arrived, than he cauſed to be ſum- 


moned (to the Sacrifice he would offer 


up) Jai and his 12 Children, that he 


might chuſe one of them by the Order 


of God, and anoint him King of 


1/rael. 


Ar firſt the graceful Look and 


Mein of Eliab, theElder of them, made 


Samuel believe he deſerved a Crown; 


but God let the Prophet know Eliab 
was not the Man, for he regarded 
not ,outward Appearances, but the 


deepeſt Receſſes of the Heart. The 
other Brothers being preſented to Sa- 


muel, God fignified to him they were 
not to reign. In fine, Ji having 


ſent for David, hardly had he appear- 


ed before the Prophet, but he cried 
out with a loud Voice, This is he. And 
Samuel having poured the ſacred Oil 
1 ow 


* 
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on David's Head, was incontinently 
filled with the Spirit of God, and 
afterward told David in particular, 
that Saul was rejected for having ſa- 
crificed without waiting for the Pro- 
phet, and having, contrary to God's 
Order, faved the Life of the King of 

the Amalekites; adding, That the Tk 
had eſtabliſhed him King of 1/-ael in 
the Room of Saul; and that if he 
loved and purſued Juſtice, his Reign 


| ſhould be happy and proſperous, and 


all his Enemies ſhould do > Hes to 
him. SY 


| SAMUEL having ended the Cere- 


mony, returned to Ramatba, the ufual _ 


Place of his Reſidence, and David con- 
tinued with his Father, until Saul ſent 
for him. That unhappy Prince being, 
ſince his Diſobedience to God, vexed 
with an evil Spirit, which much dif- 
ordered him, and having no Mufic 
that could compoſe his Mind, or allay 
his Fury, one of his Domeſtics ac- 


quainted him, that David was a great 
B 4 | Maſter 
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Maſter of the Harp, and played ex- 


quiſitely fine thereon. He was re- 
quired to come to Court, where he 
had no ſooner arrived, and played to 
the King, but the 8 Spirit was 
chaſed away, and Sau/s Trouble re- 
lieved. Strange Force of Muſic! 


Davip abode wh Saul till his 


Health was perfectly re-eſtabliſhed ; 
when he left the King, and returned 
to his Father, to take care of his 


F locks 


Is the mean while Ii was con- 
cerned for his three Sons who were in 
wg Army; and perceiving himſelf 
ery old and infirm, and his Life 
any of no long Duration, he 
commanded David to go. and viſit 
his Brothers in the Camp, and bring 


him an Account how Matters paſſed 


there. David, in Obedience to his 
Father's Orders, departed, and found 
the Army of the 1/raelites encamped 


upon a Mountain, and that of the 
Phi- 1 
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Philiſtines upon another; between each 
the Valley of Terebinthe. The two 


Armies, who were all Day in View of 


each other, kept ſtrict Watch, neither 


caring . much to engage in Battle. 


When David had reached the Camp, 


he ſaw Goliah, a Philiſtine Giant, 


armed at all Points, ſtanding in the 


middle of the two Bodies, we a loud 


Voice menacing the 1/-aelites, crying, 
Come forth you wretched Wantons; 


come and combate me; ſpare the 


Blood of ſo many People, and if one 
among you hath the Courage to fight 
me, and Valour enough to overcome, 


hon will we obey him, and our Na- 


tion ſhall be ſubject to the J/razlites.” 


But no one daring to anſwer his Chal- 


lenge, David cried out, moved with 
Indignation, . Who then is this Uncir- 
cumciſed, that thus inſults the Army 
of the living God ? I will myſelf un- 


dertake the Combat, provided I may 


have the King's Permiſſion for my ſo 


doing, and doubt not. but to vanquiſh 
this vain Boaſter, and lay his Head 
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at the King's Feet.” His Brothers pi- 
qued at his Audacity and Raſhneſs, 


reſented the inconſiderate Words of 
David, believing that one bred up a 


 fimple Shepherd, and conſequently 


unskilled in War, took too much up- 


on him. But David, not at all con- 


cerned at the mean Thoughts his 
Brothers entertained of him, quitted 


them; and in many Places of the 
Camp repeated what he had before 


faid, inſomuch, that it came to the 


King's Ear, who ordered that David 
ſhould be brought before him. Saul, 
in the mean while, was troubled to find 
that during 40 Days, no one had yet 


offered to chaſtize the Inſolence of 
Goliah, notwithſtanding he had cauſed 


it to be declared throughout the Camp, 
That whoever ſhould engageand over- 
come this caitiff Vaunter, ſhould, with 
all his Father's Houſe, be exempted 


from Taxes, and he honoured with 
Preſents, and moreover have the King's 


Daughter, as a Reward due to ſo no- 


ble a Conqueſt, But theſe oo ; 
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and encouraging Promiſes availed lit- 
tle, no one having Courage ſufficient 
to merit the Reward, by encounter- 


ing the terrible Challenger Goliah. 


AND David, as the King had or- 
dered, being brought into the Royal 
Pavillion, was not known at his En- 
trance by Saul, tho' he had been fre- 

quently with him when young as a 
Muſician, and in the Habit of a Shep- 
herd, to chaſe away the evil Spirit with 
which Saul was at that Time afflicted, 
who had forgotten the Face of his har- 
monious Phyſician, then remarkable 
only for his Excellency in Muſic. « You 
are very young, faid the King to David, 
and can therefore have no Knowledge 
in warlike Matters : How will you be 


able to engage and defend youtſelf 


againſt Goliab. The puch Cham- 
pion replied, with becoming Grace 
and Modeſty, © Sir, thy Servant Da- 
vich whilſt he has been tending his 
Father's Flocks in the Deſart, a Lion, 


and ſometimes a Bear, hath come and . - 


car- 
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ed away a Sheep, which I have 
reſcued from their ravenous Jaws; and 
when enraged to be thus deprived of 


their Plunder, have attacked thy Ser- 


vant, who with this Arm have taken 
them by the Throat and ſtrangled 


them. God enabled me to overcome 


the Lion and the Bear, and the ſame 


God will deliver me from the Hands 


of this blaſpheming Infidel. Saul, 


who admired the becoming Behaviour 


and Addreſs with which David deli- 
vered himſelf, ſaid, . Thou haſt my 
Permiſſion, O young Man; go then 
according to thy Requeſt, and en- 
counter Goliah, and may the ſame 
God indue thee with Strength to over- 
come the preſumptuous Enemy of 


I fael. Saul had no ſooner ended theſe. 
Words, but he roſe from his Seat, and put 


his own Sute of Armour on David, who 
not being accuſtomed to ſuch heavy 
Arms, choſe rather not to make uſe 
of them, than be incumbered there- 
with, and excuſed, in taking Leave 


a the King, his Refuſal of them. He 
Gerry Y 


The LIVE of DAVID. 13 
defiring to fight his own Way, took ; 
from a Brook Five ſmooth Pebbles only, 

put them into a littleBag which hung 
by his Side, and, with his Sling and 
Staff, marched out of the CO 1 | 
the Iſraelites. 


Tus Philiſtine, ſeeing ſuch a Strip- 
ling come towards him, and without. 
Arms, deſpiſed him, ſwearing by his 
Gods that he would give his Fleſh to 
be eaten by the Birds of the Air, and 
Beaſts of the Earth, «© Am I a Dog, 
« ſaid he in furious Tone, that thou 
ce comeſt to me with a Stick?” < Thou 
« comeſt to me, ſaid David, with a 

„ Sword, Spear, Lance, and Coat of 
« Mail; but I come to thee in the 
* Name of the God of Battles, the 
4 God of 1/rae), whom thou haſt 
blaſphemed : He will deliver thee 


into my Hand, and thy vain Threats 
0 


XR 
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the Earth ſhall ſee there is a God 0 
in 1/rael.” 1 93 | I 
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terrible Look on his approaching Ene- 


and Force, that it ſtruck in the Fore- 


and pierced his very Brain, ſo that be 


and with the Giant's own Sword ſe- _ 
vered his Head from his Body, to the 


Golla, without any Reply, caſt a 


my, but advanced but ſlowly, by Rea- 
ſon of the prodigious Weight of his 
Arms. But David, who had nothing 
to incommode him, marched lightly 
forwards, and when he perceived that 


the Philiſtine was within Reach of his 


Sling, he put one of the Stones there- 
in, and caſt it with ſuch Dexterity 


head of his Adverſary, broke the Skull, 


tumbled down dead on the Earth. 
David immediately ran up to him, 


inexpreſſible Joy of the Vraelites. | 


 Wansr the Philiſtines, with Amaze- 


ment and Confuſion beholding their 
Champion ſlain, fled; and the ae 
lites, with loud Acclamations of Vic 

tory, purſued them to the Gates of 


Askalon, killing 30,000, wounded 
twiceas many, and returning pillaged 


the 
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the Camp and ſet fire thereto; Da- 

vid carried the Head of Gala to 
his Tent, and dedicated the Sword to 
the Land, When the Purſuit was 
over, and the Troops re-aſſembled to- 


gether, Abner, General of the 1/rae- 


lites, preſented David to the King. 


H advanced with his uſual Mode- 
ſty, not in the leaſt puffed up at what 

he had done, holding the Head of 
. Goliah in his Hand. Saul, ſurpriſed 
with Wonder, and pleaſed with this 
high Action performed by David, ſaid 
to him, Happy and valiant young 


Man, of what Family art thou.” «I 9 
am, my Lord, replied he bowing, the . | 


Son of thy Servant eſſe of Bethlehem.” 

The whole Court could not but ad- 
mire the ſingular Valour in fo young 
a Man: And Jonathan, the Kings 
eldeſt Son, raviſhed in particular at 


the high Exploit, from that Moment 1 4 
vowed within himſelf an everlaſting £ 


Friendſhip to David, and embracing 
him, congratul lated the glorious Vic- | 


ww | - 
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ory he had obtained. Their Ages 
11 Inclinations were alike, nor was 
Jonathan inferior to David in the 
- Endowments and Graces of his Perſon: 


They ſeemed to be made to love each 
other, and from this Interview may be 


dated that Friendſhip which after- 
wards appeared fo conſiderable. A 


rare Example to be followed, but 


very rarely practiſed in theſe latter 


Times! 


As an Earneſt of his growing Af- 
fection, Jonathan gave David the 
rich Habit that he wore, as likewiſe 
his Sword, and at the ſame Time 
proteſted that he would always hold 
him moſt dear, and eſteem him as 


his beſt and only Friend, which Pro- 


miſe he faithfully maintained and 


kept inviolable till the Day of his 
Death. Saul, no leſs vleaſed. than 


his Son, alſo wok a particular Aﬀec- 
tion to David, and as a Mark of his 


Favour, gave him a Command in the 


_— But Love having taken but 
little 7 
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little Root, ſoon withered and fell 
away; for upon his Return and En- 

trance into the Town of Judea, hear- 
ing that among the loud Acclama- 
tions of the People they ſung, Saul. harh 
ſlain his Thouſands, but David. his Ten 
Thouſands; he conceived a great ſealouſy 
of the riſing Glory of this young Man: 
And remembring whatSamuel had told 


againſt him for his Preſumption and 
Diſobedience to his Command, that 


his Crown ſhould be given to another 


more worthy than he, concluded that 
David was the Perſon meant; and 
from thatTime began to entertain a 
mortal Jealouſy and Hatred e 
him: And, without thinking that 
Men in vain oppoſe the Will of God, 

he thought of nothing more from this. 
Moment, but how to deſtroy David, 
and ſecure the Crown to his own Fof- 
. © I . 


As he was mediating how to put 


this fatal Reſolution i in Practice, the evil 
C Spirit 


him, when he denounced God's Anger 


i 


| - 
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Spirit accuſtomed to torment him, 
returned more violent than hitherto 
it had done, which occaſioned his De- 
ſire that David would play to him as 
uſual : But Saul was not now to be 
compoſed as formerly, but raging, and 
bent on his premeditated Purpoſe. 
He darted the Spear which he then had 


in his Hand at David, with Deſign 


to have ſlain him; but God, who was 
watchful over his Servant, turned aſide 


the Inſtrument of Death, and David 


eſcaped. 


Saut, on this Occaſion, poſſeſſed 

with the evil Spirit, had followed his 
Jealouſy and Hatred. But when he 
had overcome his Paſſion, and plainly 
perceived that the Virtue of David, 
and the great Service he had newly 
done the State, had acquired him the 


Love and Eſteem as well of the whole 


Court as of the People, he durſt not 
openly any more purſue his Deſtruc- 
tion, for fear it ſhould oceaſion a ge- 
neral Revolt; but choſe rather to ex- 


poſe 
S 


„ 
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_ poſe him to the greateſt Perils and 
Dangers, hoping that in the End he 
might fall thereby. He therefore gave 
him the Command of a Thouſand Men, 
which obliged- him to conſtant Skir- 
miſhes with the Phili tines, with whom 
he was in continual War; and promi- 
ſed him his eldeſt Daughter Merab in 
Marriage: But, without any Regard to 
his Promiſe, he gave her ſome Time 
after to Adriel, the Molatbite. A Treat- 
ment ſo unjuſt and unworthy a King, 
gave Occaſion for great Murmurings 
againſt him; and Jonathan, ever faith- 
ful to Dovidt complained of it as an 
Injury done to himſelf, which, together 
with the People's Diſatisfactien, made 
Faul declare that he had all along de- 
ſigned David for his Son- in- Law, but 
that he thought his ſecond Daughter 
Michal would be more agreeable and 
acceptable to him; in which he per- 
fectly followed the Inclinations of 
the Princeſs, whoſe Heart had burned 
with a ſecret Flame for the dear 


Friend of her Brother Fonathan, who 
: | 8 8 — Know- © 
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knowing his Siſter's Affection for 


David, redoubled histo his Siſter, and 
from that Time ſtrove as much as poſl< 


ble that nothing ſhould croſs their be- 


ing happily married together. This 
was a new Inſtance of his Love 


to David, who found himſelf under 


indiſpenſable Obligations to ſo dear 'a 


Brother. This appeared to the People, 
| who were extremely defirous that 


David ſhould be allied to the Crown, 
his Merit and Services having intitul- 


ed him to it. This Promiſe was in 


a manner forced from Saul; he contri- 
ved, in this Reconciliation, new Ways 
to deſtroy David, and required, be- 


fore the Marriage ſhould be ſolemni- 


Zed, a Dowry of 100 Foreskins of the 


2 2 biliPines, hoping that David would 


periſh in the Undertaking, and he there- 


b by ſatisfy his Revenge, and get looſe 


from his Promiſe at once: But alas! in- 
ſtead of ſucceeding in his Deſigns, he 


1 15 ſttill gave David new Occaſions of diſ- 
7 bee ann himſelf; for he, far from 


F ear, immediately accepted! the Propo 
ſition, : 


— 
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ſition, went out with the Body of 
Men under his Command, and ha- 
ving defeated a Party of the Phil; ;ſtines, 
inſtead of One, he brought two Hun- 
dred of theirForeskins tothe King, as an 
undeniable Mark of his having done 
what was injoined him; ſo that Saul 
could no longer find any Pretext for de- 
laying his Promiſe. The Marriage was 
then performed with great Pomp and 
Solemnity, to the univerſal Satisfaction 
of all the Court; no one in the leaſt 
repining that a ſimple Shepherd had 
eſpouſed the Daughter of his Sove- 
reign : Such irreſiſtible Charms has 
true Virtue and Merit! As this great 
Alliance added new Luſtre to the Cre- 
dit of David, fo it encreaſed SauPs 
Fears. This haughty and ſuſpicious 
Prince, ſtill fanſying to himſelf that 
he was to be dethroned, judging of 
others by himſelf, he could not 


comprehend how a Man ſo much 


beloved by all the Court as David. 


Was, adored by the Soldiers, that had | 


it in his Power to do almoſt whatever 
= M0. 


8 * A 
N 
% * 
4 g 
: _ 
: 75 * 
* ; 
* 


22 The Liz of Davin. 
he pleaſed, yet delighted more to 


obey than to command. Saul, ap- 


prehenſive that this was but a 


feigned Humility, reſolved now to 


make the laſt Effort to take him off, 
He endeavoured to engage his Son 
Jonathan in the Deſign, by inſinuating 
to him that David aſpired to the 

Crown and Kingdom ; and that he 
had nothing more in view, and at 
Heart, than how to attain bath : But 


this Prince, who could not be prevailed 


upon, by all that his Father could fay, 


to harbour ſuch a Thought of his 


dear David, and knowing that he 


was innocent, and no way guilty of 


what Sau! would infinuate to him, 


but thatitproceeded wholly from the Ill- 


Will his Father bore eee that 
this very Man, he ſought to make away, 


had expoſed his Life for him, had ſlain 


the Philiflines, ſaved, for all he knew, 
even that Crown and Kingdom he 


thought he was about to procure- for 


himſelf and in fine, that he had re- 
venged the Ignominy of Hrael. 


NS 
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Tarss Reaſons, in which there was 


ſo much Truth, and being fo ſtrongly 
urged by a Son whom Saul very ten- 
derly loved, had the Effect Jonathan 
wiſhed for; made Saul ſenſible how 


much he had erred in ſeeking the 


Life of his Preſervers: And David 
ſoon after approaching the King, Saul 
embraced him, at the Inſtance of his 
Son, and ſwore that for the future he 
would hold him dear in his Affection, 
and never more ſeek his Hurt, This 
new Reconciliation was very grateful 
to all, every one believing that Saul was 
ſincere, and that he had no further 
Intention to deſtroy David, but that 
he was reſolved to live well with 

him; that he had not only forgiven 

him all ſuppoſed Injuries, but reſtored 

him to his Grace and Favour. 


A T this Time the Philiflines having 
taken the Field, made ſeveral Incur- 
ſions upon the Iſraelites. David 
_ marched againſt them, defeated them, 


and returned victorious, Thus: every 
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Day David acquirednew Laurels, and 


by his wonderful Succeſſes gained 


univerſal Applauſe,and rivetted himſelf 


in the Hearts of the People: But no ſoon- 


er had he done any Thing that was ex- 


traordinary and Praiſe-worthy, but it 


awakened the Rage and Jealouſy of 
Saul. The evil Spirit began again to 
torment this unhappy Prince; and 
one Day, when David, to calin the 


Trouble of his Mind, was playing 
on his Harp before THY he could not 
contain himſelf ; but, as he had for- 


merly done, darted his Spear at him, 


and had pierced him thro', had not 
David by ſtooping avoided theDanger, 
and retired to his own Houſe. 


Tas ns cranſported with Rage at 
his having failed in his cruel Deſign, and 


ſtill lookingupon David as the worſt of 
his Enemies, reſol ved no longer to delay 
his Deſtruction. He ordered his Guards 
that Night to go and ſurround his Houſe, 
ſo as that he might not eſcape, and to 
Ming him the next Morning to 
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Court, deſigning - he ſhould ſuffer | 
Death by a public Sentence. But the 
Princeſs his Wife having been inform 
ed of her Father's barbarous Inten- 
tions, acquainted her Husband there- 
with, adviſing him to ſave himſelf that 
Night; for that otherwiſe ſhe was of 
Opinion, if he fell into Saul's Hands, 
hewould certainly put him toDeath, as 
he had threatned. David, ſeeing there 
was no Time to loſe, after having ten- 
derly acknowledged the Goodneſs of 
his Wife, and taken his leave of her, 
he by her Aſſiſtance deſcended down 
from a Window, in order to retire to 
8 Place of . 


HE was no foes departed, but the 
Pink put a Statue into her Huſ- 
band'sBed,and a Cap thereon ;(Love in- 
ſpiring her with thatPreſence of Mind) 


ſo that when the Guards came to ſeize 


David, as directed by her Father, ſhe 
told them that he was extremely ſick, 
had reſted but ill all Night, was juſt fall 
op aſleep, ſhewed them ſoftly into the 


Room, 
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Room, (and the Statue, which they 


took for David) and hoped they would 


not diſturb or awake him; adding, 
that ſhe did not know if te would 
ever recover the Indiſpoſition with 
which he had been ſeized; amuſing 
them with ſuch-like 8 on pur- 
poſe to give him the longer Time to 
provide for his Safety. The Readineſs 


the Princeſs ſhewed to introduce them 


into the Chamber, and the Melancholy 
which appearedon her Face, were con- 
vincingProofs that what ſhe had told 
them was Truth: So that in reſpect 
to her, the Love they bore to David 
made them more ready to return to 
the King, to acquaint him of David's 
Sickneſs : But Saul having pleaſed 


himſelf with the Thoughts of having 


his (ſuppoſed) Enemy in his Power, 
and by his Death to eaſe himſelf of 
the Fears and Vexations he laboured 
under upon his Account, was ſo exaſ- 
perated at this new Diſappointment, 
that he forthwith ordered others to go 


on this unwelcome Expedition, charg- 


ing 


pms hy bj 
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them to bring David even in his 


Bed, that he might ſatisfy his Revenge, 
by putting an innocent Perſon to 


Death. Theſe alſo went, as the King 
commanded, . and upon a nearer View 


than thoſe ſent before had made, they 
found what the others had taken for 


David, was no more than a Statue 


dreſs d up by the Princes, and laid 
in his Bed. They returned, and told 
Saul what they had found, and that 
David by the Aſſiſtance of the Prin- 
ceſs had made his Eſcape. | 


Saul hereupon chid Michal ſeverely 
for what ſhe had done, but could not 


help inwardly to commend her excel- 


lent Piety ; and David, who could not 
with Safety remain any longer where 


he was hid, nor yet depart without 
bidding once more adieu to his. 


dear Micha}, returned to her, and 
in very tender and paſſionate Ex- 


preſſions acknowledged the convin- 
cing Proofs ſhe had given him of her 
Loye and F idelity 3 z expreſſed his 


Fear 
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Fears for her Safety, knowing to what 
Danger ſhe had expoſed herſelf for 
him; but hoped that the Affection 
of a F ather would be able to ſecure 
her from the Reſentments of his An- 


ger. After a thouſand Embraces and 


Farewels, David left his faithful M;- 


chal overwhelmed in Tears, and with 


a Heart no leſs full of Grief than hers, 


made all poſſible Haſte to.Samuel at Ra- 
nab, and informed him of the ſevere U- 


ſage he had met with from Saul. From 
whence he went with the Prophet to 
Wajot, where he lived ſome Time. 


Tux King, who had his Spies 1 
broad, was ſoon acquainted of David's 


being with Samuel at Majot; to which 


Place the Guards were again ſent, and 
ordered to take him ; where, at their 
Arrival, they found Samuel in the midſt 
of the Prophets, who were ſinging the 
Praiſes of the great Creator of Heaven 
and Earth. Theſe Men, who came 


with an Intention of being no more 


deceived, began immediately to pro- 
2 PO 
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pheſy alſo, remembring not the Er- 
rand on s they came. Saul, adver- 
tiſed hereof, ordered 3 Troop 
of his Guards thither, and after them 


others, who all propheſied as thoſe 
who vere ſent before. Hurried on by . 


his unparalelled Deſire of Revenge, he 
went himſelf, now fully determined to 


ſatisfy it, without any Regard to the 


Sacredneſs of the Place, or to the 
Reſpect he ought to pay the Prophet 
of God: But he was no ſooner come 
near to Samuel, but he likewiſe began 


to propheſy, nd inſtead of the Ill he 
intended David, bleſſed him, diveſted 
himſelf of his Clathes before Samuel, 


and lay naked on the Earth for _ 
wo of 24 Hours. | 


In the mean while Bac ſeeing 
3 Saul propheſied inſtead of him- 
ſelf, and that his Heart could not 


be changed towards him, returned 
from thence to Ramah, and there 


found Means ſome Days after to 
unboſom his Griefs to his dear Jona- 


than, „ What have I done, my ever 


faithful 
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« faithful F riend, ſaid he? What is | 


« my Crime, and why does Saul thus 
te purſue me to take away my Life? 


The afflicted Prince, who wanted 


Words toexcuſe his Father's implacable 
Perſecution, replied with Tears in his 


Eyes, that he ſhould never deſtroy him 


whilſt it could poſſibly be in his Power 
to prevent it; adding, that he believ- 
ed his Father did nothing without his 


Privity and Advice, and that he had not 


told him any Thing of his Intentions to 


hurt him.“ Ah! my dear Jonathan, repli- 


te ed he, the King knows that our Hearts 
<« are linked together in an Affection ne- 
cc yer to be diſſolved, and therefore it is 
ce not to be wondered he has kept his fa- 


ce tal Reſolutions from you. One Way 


cc there is to diſcover the true Intentions 
&« of his Heart: To- morrow is the firſt 
& Day of the Month, when public 
« Feaſting ſhall be made for three 
e Days. It has been uſual for me when 


ec J have been in waiting in theſe 
cc great Solemnities, to fit at Table 


_« with the King: Iwill abſent myſelf 
ah . 


1 
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cc during theſe three Days, and ſtay 
ſomewhere in the Fields where you 
may find me out: If he asketh for 
« me, let me intreat you to ſay I am 
« gone to ſacrifice at Bethlehem, and 
celebrate the New Moon there with 
« my own Tribe, and that I had your 


„ 


A 


« Permiſſion to go. You will ſoon 
« perceive how he will take my Ab- 
« ſence, and from thence you will be 
ce able to judge what is to become of 
% 


La) 


C 


A 


Crime, behold this Breaſt, never yet 
ce tainted with Infidelity ; plunge 
« your Sword therein, and eaſe me of 


e that Life, which becomes burthen- 


« ſome to me: But on the other hand, 


« if you think me innocent, I beſeech 
you do not oblige me to appear 


« before him. Jonathan, unable to 
hide his Concern, for the Trouble and 


Affliction of his Friend, could not for- 
bear filently to condemn the Cruelty | 
of his Father's Proceedings. Oh! 


David, ſaid he, and fighed, can 


you. 


Pad 


me: If you believe meculpableof any 


1 
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me as my own. 
out into Tears, 


be ſo unkind as to imagine I think 


you criminal towards the King or 
me? No, far be it from my 
Thoughts; and far be it from yours, 


that I would ever deny your being 
abſent on the Day of the public Re- 


joicings, ſince you deſire it; and up- 
on which perhaps the Safety of that 
Life depends, equally dear to 
Here burſting 
he added with inter- 


rupted Sighs, and Eyes lift up to 
Heaven, O Eternal God, who know- 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


C6 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 


beſeech 


eſt the Heart of Man, hear me I 
thee: If I do not ac- 
quaint David with what Saul ſhall 


fay, puniſh me as unfaithful, and as 


one undeſerving the Friendſhip of 
my Brother David.: But then, O dear 


eſt Brother, if I let you know the 


Truth ; if I expoſe myſelf for Love 
of you to the Fury of my Fa- 
ther, then promiſe me at leaſt 


to think of me in your Proſperity; 


and if Death ſhall deprive me of 
the Joy I receive in your Affection, 


have 
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« have a Regard to my Children, 
« and continue your Kindneſs to me, 
« in loving thoſe who ſhall remain 
« of me after Iam no more. I fa 
“ again, O David, love Jonathan s 


« Children as he then would do _ 


ce thine.” Then embracing each o- 
ther, they parted; Jonathan, after 


having agreed on the Place where 


David was to lie, and of the Signs 
that were to be given, and how the 
King ſtood affected. 5 


THE firſt Day of the Month be- 
ing come on the Morrow, the King, 
after having purified himfelf accord- 
ing to Cuſtom, ſat down at Table to 
| Supper, Jonathan at his Right-Hand, 

and Abner, General of the Army, at 
his Left: David's Place, which was 

next to Abner's, being empty; of 

which Saul did not then take notice: 
But miſſing him the Day following, 
and wondering why he came not, 
ſince he had newly declared that he 
had forgiven all, and would for the 
Kb Time 


34 
Time to come treat David as his Son, 
he enquired of Jonathanwhere he was, 
who anſwered, My Lord, I have given 


40 
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cc 


cc 


cc. 


cc 


cc 


with his own Tribe. 
Lord the King will give me leave 
to go to him there, it will be a 
great Joy to me; ; for I love David 
as my own Soul.“ 
of a perverſe Woman; - do I not 
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him leave to go rBerhlehenyto aſſiſt 
in the Celebration of this Feſtival 
And if my 


« Go, thou Son 


know that thou will betray me to 
my greateſt Enemy ? For ſo long as 


he ſhall live, neither thou nor Iſhall 


enjoy the Kingdom in Peace: Send 
therefore, that he may be brought 
unto me; for he thall ſurely die.” 


he done? what Crime has he com- 
mitted ? Is it becauſe I love him? or 


© from whence proceeds the Anger 


of my Lord the King? Saul being 


no longer able to contain his Rage, took 
a Spear that was near him, and flung 


it at Jonathan, with intent to kill 


#1 him, 


To 
| which Jonathan replied, with great Re- 
ſpect, Alas! mult David die; what hath 
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him, 3 as dutiful to his Father as 
faithful to his dear Friend, roſe from 
Table, and retired W replying. 
He paſſed the Night with the greateſt 
Inquietude imaginable, and early un... 


the Morning he went into the Field, 
near to the Cave where David was hid, 


and made the Signalagreed on between 
them; to the End he might know 


how Saul's Heart ſtood: affected to 


Place of * 


him, and retire from thence to a 


Wm David els that he was 


to part from Jonathan, and perhaps 
for ever, the Fear of being diſcovered 
could not prevent his coming forth, 


bewailing the Severity of their Fate, 
which ſocruelly went about to ſeparate 


them: But David was incon ſolable, 
and his Grief ſo violent, that he could 
hardly utter a Word for his Sighs. 
| 153 Having 8 


to take his laſt Farewel of ſo juſt Ss 

faithful a Friend. He ran to him with 

open Arms. They embraced each o- 
ther, and poured outa Flood of Tears, 
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Having condoled thus together, and 
ſworn anew to the League between 
them, „ Go, my deareſt Friend, ſaid 
"" Yee ban, embracing him, go in 


« Peace, and let the Lord puniſh 


« him who of us both {hall ceaſe to 
« be juſt to his Vow. 


Davy being ſufficiently gte, 
that he could not be ſafe whilſt he re- 
mained in that Kingdom, reſolved to 
retire to the Philiſtines: But before 
he left his native Country, went to 
ſupplicate God before the Ark at Mob, 
where the Tabernacle had been during 
ſeveral Vears. Abimelech, the High- 
Prieſt, ſurpriſed to ſee David, asked 
him the Reaſon of his being chere a- 


lone; who anſwered, that he was 


ſent by the King upon a ſecret Expe- 
dition, and ſhould be glad if he 
would furniſh him with Neceſſaries 


for the Proſecution of his Journey, 
and at preſent give him ſomething to 


eat. It would be a double N 


The LITE of DAVID. 37 
if he would likewiſe furniſh kin with 


F- ſome Arms. 


| AnmusLECH, having no other Bread 


than what was hallowed, except Shew- 


Bread, gave him five hallowed Loaves, ' 
which ought not to have been eaten 
but by the Prieſts themſelves, being 
ſenſible that every Thing ought to 
give way to Charity. Then he gave 
him the Sword of Goliab, which Da- 
vid himſelf had dedicated to the Lord, 
who ſaid, There is no Sword like this. 
therefore will J receive it from thee, 
After Abimelech had bleſſed him, he 
took his Leave, and departed immedi- 
ately from thence, fearing that Sau! 
might ſend in Purſuit of him. He 
went to Gath, a Town belonging to 
the Philiſtines, where he was no ſooner 


entered, but known by all. «Is not 
« this David, ſaid the People, who 


* has done us ſo much Harm, and 


« jn Honour of whom the Maidens : 
« of 1/rael ſung, Saul hath ſlain his 
% Thouſands, and David bis ten 


D3 ' © © Thaw 
\ W 
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« Thouſands ss? This Diſcourſe made 
David believe that they would re- 
venge upon him the Death of Goliab. 
Not knowing well what to do in this 
Danger, which threatened him of a 
ſudden, he feigned himſelf mad, (hop- | 
Ing thereby to get out of their Hands, 
which accordingly happened) changed | 
his Countenance, beat his Head againſt 

the Walls, ſcribbled on the Doors of 
the Gate, and let the Spittle drivel 
down his: Beard. Nevertheleſs, the 
Officers of Achi/h, King of Gath, took 
him, and carried him to the Palace: 
And when Achiſb faw him, he com- 
manded that they ſhould treat him as 
one who had off his Senſes, and turn 
him out of the City. 


. by this Artifice, apes the 
Danger which threatened him ; and 
from thence went to the Cave Adul- 
lam, in the Tribe of 7udah, and all his 
Brother's Family and Friends came to 
him there, to the Number of 400, 


devoted intirely to his Service, and re- 
ſolved 


that he would give them a Retreat 
with him, till he ſhould know what 
God had intended for him; which 
Requeſt the King E and 9800 
_ with him. 


„e bg W acording to kühe 
Advice of the Prophet Gad, and en- 


camped in the Foreſt of Hareth, in the 


Land of Judah; where he compoſed 
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folved to defend him, as well as them 
ſelves, if they ſhould be attacked. 
From hence he marched with his little 
Troop to Miſpeb of Moab, and he 
prayed the King of Moab, by Reaſon 
of the Age of his Father and Mother, 


and ſung to his Harp thoſe admffabis 5 


Pſalms, wherein he deſcribes the great 


Dangers he had run through, and his 


happy Deliverance from them. In one 
he comforts his Friends; and fore- 


told in the other what houlal befal 


his Enemies, relying wholly on the 
Protection and Mercy of the divine 


Providence. His Diction in all his 


Compoſures was noble, and his Fi- 
95 „ - gures 


CHF 
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gures ſurpriſingly expreſſive: He was 
an admirable Poet; was perfect Maſ- 
ter of Muſic; was animated with a 
holy Spirit, and his Heart glowed with 


a fervent Love to God. Driven from 
his Country, abandoned by all, he 


flood in Need of Conſolation: But God 


was as yet deſirous to prove David. 


AztaTHaR, Son of the High-Prieſt 


Abimelech, came to David in the 
Foreft. © Ah my Lord! faid he witha. 


Voice mingled with Sighs, my Father 


is dead, and all the Prieſts of the liv- 


ing God are dead with him. Saul 
hath cauſed them all to be maſſacreed 
by the Hand of Doęg, becauſe they 


received thee at Mob, and gave thee 


Bread, and the Sword of Goliah.” 
“ Alas, ſaid David, I am the unhap- 
py Cauſe of the Death of thy Father 
and all his Houſe; - and I was fearful 
that the perfidious Doeg, who was by 
Accident in the Temple when I was 
talking to thy Father, would acquaint 


Saul therewith,” « Your Suſpicions | 
were * 
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were too true, my Lord, for he ac- 
quainted Saul with all that paſt; 
whereupon the King ſent for my * 
ther and all his Family, and com- 
manded the Guards to fall on them 
before his Face: But they abhorring 
ſo vile a Deed, as the ſlaying the In- 
nocent, refuſed to obey him; and the 
wicked Doeg, being come to Mob with 
a Crew as wicked as himſelf, was the 
only Perſon that could be found to do 
ſo black a Deed : After which he 
flew all the Inhabitants of Wos, 
Men, Women, and Children, not 
ſparing the ſucking Children at their 
Mothers Breaſts : The very Ox- 
en, Aſſes, and Sheep were put to 
the Sword. So that I am the only 
Perſon left of the Prieſthood.” © A- 
bide with me, ſaid David, and fear 
not ; for whoever ſhall ſeek thy Life, 


ſeeketh mine; with me thou ſhalt 8 ES 


in Safety, for we will live W or 
os "_ 5 
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SOMETIME after, David being in- 
formed, that a great Party of Phili/- 
tines were approaching Keilab, plun- 
dering the neighbouring Villages; 
putting all to Fire and Sword; and 
that they would take the Town, if not 
ſuccoured in Time: And God in- 
ſpiring David to march out againſt. 
them, and to fave Keilab: But it 
being remonſtrated to David that Saul 
was in Purſuit of him ; that he had 
no ſafe Retreat but among the Phj- 
liſtines; and that it was not prudent 
to draw Enemies upon himſelf de 
gayete de cœur, he hearkened to their 
Advice; and far from pretending that 
his Authority alone ought to impoſe 
Silence on them, he conſultedSamrel, 
and would not march againſt the Phi- 
liſtines, before the Prophet had aſſured 
him that it was the Will of God fo 
to do. He went then to Keilab, with 
the 600 Men, who, were reſolved to 
follow his Fortune; for a little before 
200 from the Tribe of Gad were come 
to him. He found the Philiſtines 
ſcattered 
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ck and without Order, pillaging 
the Villages; fell on them, and totally 
routed them, retaking all that they 
had plundered. The Noiſe of fo great 
an ene ſoon reached the Ears of 

Saul, and awakened afreſh his Hatred 

and Jealouſy; and he was heartily 

troubled that David ſhould ſerve him 
whether hewould or not, and render 
ſo good Service to the State; and in- 


ſtead of Recompences, he gave ſecret 


Orders for the immediate inveſting 
Keilab, hoping to take David more 
eaſily in a Town than in the Mid- 
dle of Foreſts, or in the Mountains. 


Davm being adviſed thereof, en- 
quired of the Lord in Preſence of the 
High-Prieſt Abiathar; and the Lord 
ſaid to David, that if he continued in 


Keilab, the Inhabitants would deliver 


him up to Saul. He then withdrew 


himſelf and Men from the Town, 
and retired into the Deſart of . 


| upon a ſeep Mountain. 
T HERE 
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Tux he paſt but a melancholy 
Life, being at a Loſs how to ſubſiſt 


his Men; having no ſolid Conſolation, 2 
but when. he prayed to the Lord, re- 42 
ſigning himſelf wholly to his Will ET 
But one Day that the Continuation of pe: 
his Misfortunes had caſt him down, 3 
Jonatban came to him, who had We 
_ privately left the Court to ſee him for ch 
a Moment. Fear nothing, ſaid Jo- st 
nathan, for although Saul does all he . 
can to deſtroy you, yet he will never | _ 


be able to get you into his Power ; 
you ſhall reign over Iſrael, and my 10 
Father well knows it himſelf. After- fa 


wards they embraced each other, and 


| related all that had befallen them jN * 
1 ſince their laſt Parting, and ſwore a- | : 
Til new before the Lord, that their * 
"WI Friendſhip ſhould be eternal, and that | 
Wit nothing ſhould ever be capable to diſ- 5 
/1 unite their Hearts, not even the In- 3 
| tereſt of a Kingdom ſhould alter an 
| Affection founded by Inclination and a 
. ö | Eſteem. | tl 
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Tu Sight of Jonathan revived the 
finking Spirits of his Friend. No- 
thing is more capable to aſtoniſn me, 
ſaid David, turning to his Compa- 
nions in his Exile; and although I ſee 
myſelf removed ed the Commerce 
of Men, in a frightful Solitude, amidſt 
Rocks, Foreſts, and Precipices; al- 
though I ſee Death at almoſt every 

Step 7 take ready to devour me, yet 
am I tranquil, fince I believe God is 
with 13 For, O God, thou haſt 
comforted me in my Affliction; it is 
thou who haſt inſpired my beloved and 
faithful Jonatban to viſit me in the 
Wilderneſs; and it is thou who ſpeak- 
eſt to me by him, when he aſſures 
me that his Father can do me no 

Harm, and that one Day I ſhall reign 
peaceable over 1/rael.” Then FJona- 
than returned to his own Houſe. 


In the mean time the Zipbites 
came to Saul at Gibeah, and told him 
that David was in the Wood of Zinb, 


. py that if he would ſend out his 
ö 1 —_— 


46 The LIFE of Davin. 
Troops they would ſhew them where 
David was; and that altho' he was 
always on his Guard, yet it was not 
impoſſible to furpriſe him. Saul, who 
preferred the Taking of David n 
any other Thing in the World, thank- 
ed the Ziphites for their ries and 
proffered Aſſiſtance, and went forth- 
with along with them in queſt of Da- 
Did, with all the Troops he could get 
Fa together. But David having receiv- 
ed Advice hereof, retired to the Rock 
in the Wilderneſs of Maon. Saul pur- 
ſued him thither, and ſurrounded the 
Rock with his Army, reſolving to 
take it by Force or Famine. Then 
David gave himſelf for loſt; he ſaw. 
himſelf environed on all Sides D 
great Army, without Hopes of eſ- 
caping, no Paſs being left unguard- 
ed. And although he had great Con- 
fidence in the Protection af God, ne- 
vertheleſs he did not believe he merit- 
ed that God ſhould do a Miracle for 
the Love of him. He was in theſe 
Afflictions when he beheld his Enemy's 
| Army 


22 FSS 9 c 


FIG 


£4500 


I 


The LIE of David. 47 
Army decamp; and he ſoon knew 
that Saul was obliged to march againſt 
the Philiſtines, who were entered his 
Kingdom, making great Ravages. He 
then deſcended from the Rock, and 
went into the Wilderneſs of Engiddi, : 
which he believed to be a Place of 
greater Surety : But Saul, after he had 
beat back the Philiſtines, ſent thence 
the greateſt Part of his Army, keeping 
only 3000 choſen Men to purſue Da- 
vid upon the Rocks in the Wilder- 
neſs. And having ſearched the great- 
eſt Part of the Deſart, and having Oc- 
caſion to eaſe himſelf, he went alone 
into an obſcure Cave, leaving his 
Guards without. David, by Accident, 
had hid himſelf with ſome of Bis 
Companions, who counſelled him to 
lay hold on that Opportunity to diſ- 
patch his Enemy, {ince God had now - 
put it into his Power. “ God for- 
bid, ſaid David, that] ſhould lift up 
my Hand againſt my Maſter, who is 
the Lord's Anointed !” But he drew 
near to him, and cut off a Piece af: - 


08 


Son David; 


* a great — a' Prelude to 
his 
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his Garment. And when Saul was 
gone forth of the Cave, David got 


en the Rock, and cried out with a 


loud Voice, My Lord the King | And 


Saul turned himſclf and looked back 


on David, who ſaid to him; „ Be- 


hold this Day thy Eyes have ſeen 
that God had delivered you into 


my Hands. See here a Piece of your 
Robe, which I cut off whilſt you was 


in the Cave, and I could then have 


caſily taken away your Life. Judge 


therefore of my. Sentiments towards 


you, and believe no longer thoſe wick- 
ed Flatterers who would make you 


believe it of me, and perſuade you 
thus to perſecute me. No, my Lord, 
although you ſhall continue to Hunt 


me to Death, yet will I never lift up 


my Hand agaiuft you, but leave all to 
God, in whom alone is my Conſola- 


tion. After David had ſpoken in 
this Manner, Saul ſaid to him, « Is 


not this your Voice that I hear, O my 
and at the ſame Time 


4 
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his Tears, he went on: “ You are 


more juſt than I.” He added, . Thou 


haſt done every Thing that is good for 


me, and I every Thing that is evil 


towards thee, and haſt now ſpared | 
my Life when it was in thy Power to 


have taken it away. The Lord ſhall 


recompence thee for it, and I now 


plainly ſee that thou ſhalt reign King 


oven 1/rael, and I will no longer op- 
poſe it. A Humility fo heroic ren- 
ders thee moſt worthy of it: Swear to 

me uy by the Lord, that when you 


| ſhall aſcend my Throne, you will not 


ruin my Family.” David ſwore ac- 


cordingly, and Saul left him 1 in Fas 


and returned to Gabath. 


Ir might now reaſonabl y be thought, 


after an Action of this Nature, that 
the Reconciliation ought to be ſincere 
on both Sides. But David, who 


L | knew Sau! no longer guided himſelf 


by the Spirit of God, would not al- 
together rely u pon his Word, that 


he would not again purſue him; there- 
E fore 
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fore he continued ſtill in Places of 


Security, and on his Guard, ready to 


defend himſelf in Caſe of any further 
. Attempt that might be yet made a- 


gainſt him. O Lord God, ſaid he, i in 
thee do I place all my Hope and Con- 
fidence. If I am culpable of the 
Crimes which Saul accuſes me with; 

if J have conſpired againſt his Life, 
or againſt the State; if I have offend- 
ed him without Reaſon, who has ho- 
noured me with his Alliance; if I have 
rendered Evil for Evil; and likewiſe 
if I have not preſerved the Life of my 
oreateſt Perſecutor, at a Time when he 
was moſt inveterate, and ſought to 
take mine away : Then, O Lord, if 
it be thy Will, let me fall a Sacrifice 
to the Rage and Malice of my Ene- 
mies; let them deſtroy me, and my 
Memory be an Abomination, and bu- 
ried forever in Oblivion. But if I am 
innocent, declare, O God of Juſtice, 
for me; and alſo that thou haſt judg- 
ed me worthy of the Crown: Finiſh 
thy Work, O Lord: Behold the Peo- 
ple 


| 
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ple here aſſembled, thoſe People that 
perſecute me, an who believe that 
thou wilt abandon me, becauſe they 
ſee Vice adored, and Virtue ſcorned 
and ill-treated. Riſe, O God, riſe in 
thy Glory, and give Judgment in this 
Caſe; judge me as thou judgeſt others; 
Task no Grace, and I rely upon my 
Innocence.” 


Wins he n paſſed his Days and 


Nights in talking with God, he was 


informed of che Death of Samuel, 


| whom he lamented as a Man bed 
of God, and as one to whom he had 


the greateſt Obligations. The People 
of Jrael were allo extremely afflicted 


at the Death of this excellent Man; 


remembering that this great Prophet 
had for the Space of twelve Vears go- 
verned them with great Wiſdom; and 


for as much as that whilſt he had the 


Command over them, the Philiſtines 
were kept within Bounds; the Ammo- 


rites durſt not break the Peace; and 


that when he had reſigned to Saul 
| E 2 . 
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the Government of the State, he ne- 
vertheleſs was no leſs uſeful than before, 


in the Commerce he had with God, 
by continual Prayer for their Good. 


HowEvER great David's Grief was 
for Samuels Death, he failed not of 
being careful how to ſubſiſt his Troops. 
He bad 600 Men, who had little elſe 


to truſt to beſides their Swords; the 
little he had from his Father's Houſe 


and his Friends being conſumed long 

ſince. In this Trouble he received 
Advice that Mabal, a Zipbenian, had 
ſet a Day to ſhear his Sheep; and as 


among the Hebrews the Day they 


ſheared their Sheep was a Day of 
great Joy and Feaſting; as Mabal 
was extreme rich, having 1000 Goats 
and 3000 Sheep, and that David's 
Men had never offered any ill to him, 
David believed he might here find 
wherewith to ſubſiſt his Men: He 
ſent to deſire of him ſome Refreſh- 
ments, not doubting but to be able 
one Day to acknowledge his Kindneſs. 

But 
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But Mabal, covetous and brutal, ſent 


back the Men to David with this 


z grating Expreſſion: © That what he 


had was not for ſuch Wretches as they, 
who were forced to fly their Country.“ 
So ſoon as David had received a Meſ- 


ſage ſo rude and injurious, he ſaid to 
| thoſe about him, Let each Man gird on 


his Sword;” and took with him 400Men, 
reſolving to go and exterminate Vabal 
and his wholeFamily. He marched for- 


ward tranſported with Anger, and pro- 
teſted by the living God, that on the 
Morrow nothing that belonged. to 
Nabal ſhould be left alive. As he 


was on his March to put theſe Reſo- 
lutions in Practice, he met Abigail 


the Wife of Mabal, at the Foot of a © 


Mountain, who proſtrated herſelf at 
his Feet, bowing herſelf, and ſaid to 


him, « Hear me my Lord ! Mercy 


is the Virtue of a King; and 
ſince you are deſtined to mount the 


Throne of 1/-ae!, pardon an inſenſible 


Man and his unhappy Wife, the In- 
7 he has done, and dip not thoſe 


E 3 Hands 
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Hands which are deſtined to wear the 
Sceptre of 1/rael, in the Blood of fo 


many innocent Perſons,” 


Tazs, Words were expreſſed in 


ſo engaging a Manner, that David 


could not refuſe Abigail. Go 


then, ſaid he, return in Peace to thy 
Houſe ; bleſſed be the God of 1/rae! 
who ſent thee to me, and may his 
Bleſſing be on thy Head, who haſt 
prevented my ſhedding of Blood, and 
haſt not ſuffered me to perpetrate the 
Vengeance I had propoſed.” After 
which he received the Preſent which 
ſhe brought, and then TIES to the 
Wilderneſs. 


UNDERSTANDING that after Abigail 


Arrival at her Husband's Houſe, 


ſhe had found her Huſband heated 
with Wine at a Feaſt that he had 
made for the Entertainment of his 
Friends; that ſhe had forbore ſpeak- 
ing to him of what had happened till 
the Fumes of the Wine vere paſſed 
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over, and his Reaſon returned; and 


that the Recital of the Danger he had 


run, without knowing thereof, had 


troubled him in ſuch a e that 


he fell fick thereon, and died in a 
few Days thereof: David hereupon 
| ſent ſome young Men to Abigail, to in- 
form her, that he was ready to take 


her to Wife ; which ſhe with Joy ac- 


cepted. He alſo married Achinoam of 


 Jezreel. 


In the mean Time thoſe of Ziph, 


who hated David becauſe he had of- 


fended them, and for this Reaſon 
hoped to oblige Saul, went there- 
fore to him, to acquaint him that 


| David was in the Hill of Hachilab, 


over-againſt the Wilderneſs, This 

Prince, whom nothing could mollify, 
forgetting the Oath he had ſworn to 
David, took 300 Men, went in Pur- 
ſuit of him, and came and encamped 


at the Entrance into the Wilder- 


nels, 1 
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aur when David by his Spies was 
aſſured that Saul was again come out 
againſt him, he aroſe and took Abi- 
ſbai, the Son of Zeruiab, Brother to 
gab, and came down to the Camp 
of Saul to find out the Strength of his 
Enemies; and finding that thoſe who 
were on the Guard were aſleep, he 
would not let ſlip that Opportunity, 
in the Obſcurity and Silence of the 
Night, but advanced to the Tent of 
Saul; whom he found ſleeping, with 
Mme the Captain of his Hoſt, and 
all the Guards round him. Abiſhai 
would have killed Saul, but David 
hindered him: Let us reſpect the 
Lord's Anointed, ſaid he, and not de- 
ſtroy his Image in the King.” He 
then took his Spear, and the Cup of 

Water which ſtood at his Head; 
and then retired the ſame Way he. 
came; and having repaſſed the River, 
Which was between the Camp and 
the Mountain, „ Aber, O e, 
ſaid David with a loud Voice, is it 
thus that thou takeſt care of thy So- 
vereign 5 
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yereign ? Behold his Spear and Cup, 
and know that the Life of the King 
was in my Power.” Faul, awaking "I 
the Noiſe David made in ſpeaki 
knew his Voice; and this laſt Exc 
of Goodneſs diſarmed Saul of his Fu- 
ry. He acknowledged the Kindneſs 
that David had ſhewn him, and that 
he was indeed unworthy of it. In 
taking his Leave, he experi himſelf 
with great Tenderneſs, and defired 
that David would forgive him. From 
this Moment hereſolved never to perſe- 
cute him, perceiving plainly that David 
was under the Protection of God; and 
that he himſelf, inſtead of gratifying 
the great Defire he had to take Da- 
vid, expoſed himſelf to great Perils 
ant Dangers, which he could never 


have eſcaped but v7 the Favour or - 


David. 


Davm would not any longer truſt 
to Saul's Promiſes, he having ſo often 
broken them; and beſides, as he was 
not able my longer to foblift his Men in 

the 


4 : . 
4 
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the Wilderneſs, he reſolved to go with 


thoſe that would follow him to the 
Philiſtines. He entered into a Treaty 


- with Achiſb King of Gath, who was 


glad to have ſo valiant a Man as Da- 


wid for his Friend, and readily grant- 


ed him the Protection and Retreat he 


now deſired, and which he refuſed 


to him when he thought him mad. 


He gave the little Town of Ziglag for 
him and his Wives, and the Men he 
brought with him, to live in. Here 


David continued four or five Months, 


warring againſt the Amalekites, mak. 
ing Achiſh believe that it was againſt 
the Iſraelites that he fought, to the 


End the King might think Devin 


their mortal Enemy. 


1 Axp at this Time the Princes of 
the Philiſtines gathered themſelves. to- 


| gether at Aphec, and entered with a 


great Army upon the Land of Tjrael. 
| Their Troops were divided into Hun- 

dreds and Thouſands, and Achiſb ar- 
rived laft at the Rendezvous, with 
David 
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David, followed by 600 Men. But 
when the Princes of Accaro, Axot, 
Aſcalon, and Gaza, perceived the 
Hebrews mingled in the Ranks, they 
were aſtoniſhed. © Do you not know, 


faid the King of Garth to them, this. 


famous David the Conqueror of Go- 
lah? It is now ſome Time ſince he 


hath been in my Service; he hath 


done much Miſchief to the People of 
his own Country, and will do much 


more. No, no, replied the Princes 
in Anger, let him return from whence 
he came. And further we defire that 
he may promiſe us, that he will not 
in the Middle of the Battle turn a- 

gainſt us, in hopes of making his 

Peace with his own People.” So Da- 
dia departed from the Phili ines, re- 


turning by the Way of Ziglag with 


600 Men, and was joined by many 


People of the Tribe of Manaſſes. But 


he was extremely ſurpriſed at his Re- 


turn to Ziglag, to find the Town in 
Aſhes, and his Wife and Children 
carried 997 Captives. And the 
PRE. Peoples 
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People, all in Tears, acquainted him, 


that the Amalelites taking the Advan- 
tage of his Abſence, had ſurpriſed them, 


and carried away all they could take 


along with them. David, after hav- 
ing prayed that God would aſſiſt him, 


immediately, with great Expedition, 


marched after the Amalehites at the 


Head of his Men; paſſed the River 


Bezor, where he left 200 Men, who 
were not able to follow him. David 
ſoon after came up with the Amale- 
kites, who were ſcattered up and 
down, eating and drinking, and di- 
viding the Spoils they had taken. He 


fell upon them, ſlew vaſt Numbers, 


and retook his Wives and all the Spoils, 


and reſtored to thoſe of Ziglag what 
had been taken from them ; dividing 
one Part amongſt his own. Men, and 
ſending the reſt to his Friends at He- 
Bron, to Rachal, and to other Places 
in the Land of Fudab. 


WIEN he was come back to Zig- 
lag, Ld received Advice that Saul, 
upon 


.. 
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upon Notice that the PHiliſtines were 
| coming againſt, him, had aſſembled all 


the Tribes of 1/rael, and that he was 
encamped over-againſt the Philifines 


at 7Jezreel; that he was troubled at the 


mighty Army of the Philiſtines, and 
therefore enquired of God what he was 


to do in this Danger which threatened 
him; but that God had no Regard to 


him, anſwering neither by Dreams, 
the Prieſts, or the Mouths of the Pro- 


phets; that he had applied himſelf to 
a Witch at Endor, to invoke the Soul 
of Samuel; that this Shadow had told 
him he ſhould die, and receive the 


! Puniſhment of his Faults; that the 


Philiftines had given Battle to Saul, 
near Gilboa; that his Army was rout- 
ed, and that he had fallen on his own 


Sword; and that his three Sons were 


David had no certain Account of | 


the Truth of this, till two Days after 
the Battle, when an Amalekite, who 


had faved himſelf by Flight, came 


to 
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to him, and told him, that Saul find- 
ing the Battle loſt, and fearing to fall 


into the Hands of the Uncircumciſed, 


had fallen on his own Sword, but not 


dying immediately, he had killed him 


outright ; that 7onarhan was killed in 


the Battle ; and, for a Proof that all 


he had aid was true, he preſented to 


David the Crown of Saul, and the 
Bracelet he wore on his Arm. 


Truth, rent his Clothes, and he and 
all his Men mourned for Saul and 
Jonathan, and for the People of 72 
rael until Evening. He ordered that 
the Amalebite, who had dared to lift 


up his Hand againſt the Lord's Anointed 
ſhould be put to death; teſtifying here- 
by, that Kings are e and not to 


be touched. © Alas, faid Dovid. Saul 


is no more; Saul ſo brave, ſo magni- 
Hcent, ſo fortunate in all his Enter- 
priſes, ſo worthy to command the 


People, who would not forſake them 
in the Combate, although he knew 


he 


TEN David, not doubting of the 
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he ſhould be there ſlain Fonathan, 
my dear and faithful Jonathan, is al- 
| fo dead, the moſt valiant of Warriors! 


He who, with his Armour-bearer, 


| durſt attack the whole Army of the 
Philitines! He who loved me as him- 
ſelf, who hath ſo often ſaved my 


Life, is dead, and J ſhall never ſee 


him more 15 
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Death of Saul, and lamented with 
Tears that of his Brother Jonathan, 
| he enquired of God if he ſhould go 
| to any of the Cities of Fudah, and 
the Lord told him he might go to 
| Hebron. He took his two Wives, 
and thoſe who had followed him, to 
Hebron, where they eſtabliſhed them- 
ſelves with their Families. As ſoon 


| as he was arrived, all the Tribe of- 


Judab, the Principal of whom he 

had gained by Preſents he had made 
them, acknowledged him their King, 
and anointed him accordingly. But 


Abner, who had the Command of the 
f broken 
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broken Remains of the Army of the 
1/raelites, and ſaved I/hboſheth, Saul's 
eldeſt Son, marched with him over 
Fordan to Mahanaim, and made him - 
King over Jrael. The two Princes 
were not long before they made War. 
T/hboſheth being a weak Prince, and 
of little Experience, although 40 | 
Years of Age, truſted all to the Go- 
vernment of Abner, and made him 
General of his Army. David had 
placed alſo a great Confidence in his 
Nephew Joab, Son to Zaruiab his Si- 
ſter, and Brother to Abiſbai. Theſe 
two Generals, both brave and both 
faithful, marched with their beſt 


Troops againſt each other. 


Tux two Armies were in Sight of 
each other. Abner, who depended 
much on the Valour of his Men, pro- 
poſed that they ſhould fight with 
thoſe of Joab twelve againſt twelve; 

which Toab readily accepting, they 
. fought between the two Camps, with 
ſo much F ury, that * were all ſlain 
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on the Spot; which drew the two 
Armies to a general Battle, wherein 
that of David was victorious. Abner, 
not being able to prevent the Diſorder 
and Confuſion of his Men, fled; but 
Azael, foab's Brother, famed for his 
Swiftneſs of Feet, purſued after Ab- 
ner, Who cried often to him to deſiſt 
the Purſuit, otherwiſe he would turn 
back and kill him. But ael, re- 
gardleſs of what Abner ſaid, preſſed 


on till he came fo near, that Abner 


ſtruck him dead on the Place with his 
Lance. Toab and Abner were no leſs 
eager in purſuing, juſt till Night; 
when Abner having rallied ſome Sol- 
diers of the Tribe of Benjamin, poſted - 


| himſelf on a Hill at Ammab, by the 


Wilderneſs of Gibeon, and called out 
| to Foab: © Know you not that it 
may prove dangerous to reduce an 
Enemy to Deſpair, and are you not 
_ weary of ſpilling the Blood of your 
Brethren.” © I ſwear to you, ſaid 
| 7oab, that if you had ſooner ſpoken 
I had ſooner retired.” Jab then 
LT "F : - and 
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| ſounded a Retreat, and encamped on 
the Place of Battle. Abner marched 


all Night, paſſed TOO and * 


to Mahanim. 


TE War continued ſeveral Years 
between David and Iſpboſbeth, the 
former having always the Advantage, 
growing thereby ſtronger and ſtronger. 

He had during this War ſeveral Chil- 
dren, and among the reſt Amnon of 
his Wife Achinoam of Fezreel; Abſa- 
om of his Wife Maacha, Daughter of 
the King of Geſur; and Ir" of 
his Wife Haggit. 


In the mean Time Tfhboſherh, who 
had never been King of 1/rae/ but for 
Abner, was 1o imprudent as 0 re- 
proach him with having lain with a 
Concubine of his Father Saul. Have 
not I, ſaid Abner, made thee King 
over Iſrael, and canſt thou be con- 
cerned at my Conduct in relation to 
this Concubine? No longer will I 
endeavour to ſtrengthen thy King- 

dom, 


Eld, 


ne: Pg. OY 
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dom. As the Lord God hath ſworn, 


that David ſhall reign over Iſrael, 7 
do J from this Moment reſolve to ſerve 


him.“ To which Iſpboſbeth replied, 


not fearing the Intereſt and Power of 

Abner, hoping his Reſentments for 
what he had faid to him would go 
no farther. - But herein Iſhbojheth was 
miſtaken; for Abner forthwith ſent to 
David, offering to ſerve him, and in 


Return defired only his Friendſhip. 


David accepted thereof, upon Condi- 


tion that Michal his Wife might be 


reſtored to him, whom he had gain- 


ed at the Hazard of his Life, when 


100 Foreskins of the Philiſtines were 


| demanded of him by Saul. 


Ann ER ſsund it no Hurd Matter to 
perſuade Iſhboſbeth to take the Princeſs 


away from Phaltiel, the Son of Laiſh, 


to whom Saul had given her, after 
David's retreating from Court, and 


to ſend her to her firſt Huſband ; af- 


ter which he ſecretly aſſembled the 
Elders of Hrael, and propoſed to them 


GS that 
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that they ſhould acknowledge David, 
to whom alone God had promiſed the 
Kingdom, and conſtant Victory over 
the Philiſtines their Enemies. When 
he had ſo done, he came to David 
at Hebron, and ſwore to be faithful to 
him; and then left him, with a Pro- 
miſe to have him immediately pro- 
_ claimed King of 1/rae!. 


Hs had not been ms gone from 
the Preſence of David, on his Way 
to Mahanim, when Joab, with the 
Spoils of a party he had been in Pur- 
ſuit of, returned to David. His 
Friends told him all that had paſſed 
in Relation to Abner during his Ab- 
ſence, and that David had ſent him 
away in Peace. This raiſed a Jea- 
louſy in Foab, which, together with 
the Remembrance of his Brother 


Aaels Death, the great Reputation 


Abner had acquired in War, and the 
grateful Service he was now going to 


perform for David, gave him a good 


ner 8 


pes of e ; concluding that Ab- 
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ners Merit would eclipſe his own 
Glory at Court. Hurried away with 
theſe Thoughts, and the Violence of 
his natural Temper, without any De- 
lay he ſent Meſſengers to him, to re- 
turn back again to David; and as 
| Abner was returning to Hebron, Foab 
met him in the Gate of the City, and 
| drawing him aſide, as if he had ſome- 

thing to communicate to him, took 
that Opportunity to run him thorough 
with his Sword, whereof he died; 
thus revenging the Death of Azael, 
and petting rid of a Rival, whole 


Power he feared. 


IT is almoſt impoſlible to expreſs 
the Concern David was in, when he 
heard of Abner's Death. © Iam in- 

nocent, ſaid he, before the People, in 
the Preſence of God, of this Man's 
Death. I, and my Kingdom, are 
innocent of the Blood of Abner, let 
Joab and his Houſe be anſwerable for 
it. And David ſaid to Joab, and 
to all the People, Rend your Clothes, 
F 3 and 
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and put on Sackcloth, and mourn for 


Abner's Death.” Abner was buried in 
great Pomp, and David himſelf at- 
tended the Funeral ; fo that the Peo- 
ple of Hrael were aces that the 
King was not privy to Abner's Aſſaſſi- 
nation. And although Voab triumph- 


ed in his Crime, yet it was evident 


David would have puniſhed him, but 
that his Power was not yet ſufficient- 
ly eſtabliſhed, for to take off fo con- 
ſiderable a Man as Joab. 


IsHBOSHE TH was extremely afflicted 
at the Death of Abner ; for as yet he 
did not know that he had laid a De- 
ſign to take off the Crown from his 


Head, as he had put it on; and find- 


ing himſelf on a ſudden charged with 
the Weight of Affairs, he was at a 
Loſs. And ſoon after two of his 


Guards, believing they ſhould make 
their Fortunes, aſſaſſinated him in his 


Bed, and carried his Head to David. 
« O Villains, ſaid the King, are you 
ignorant how I treated the Amalekite, 

who 
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who brought me the Account of the 
Death of Saul, and his Crown, after 
BB havingſlain him at his own Deſire. Are 
their Torments great enough for ſuch 
Traitors as you, who have murdered 
a Prince from whom you received ſo - 
much Good, and who never did III 
to any Perſon | ?” Whereupon the King 
- BE commanded, that their Hands ſhould 
be cut off, and that they ſhould be 
hanged ; a juſt Reward of their Trea- 
chery | : | 


| ak os as the Death of T\bboſheth 
was known, as well the Chief of all 
| the Tribes, as the Officers of the 
Army, came to David at Hebron, and 
| acknowledged him for their King, and 
took the Oath. of Fidelity: Remem- 
| bering that they had obeyed him in 
| the Time of aul, as Fa. General, 
and as one whom they had ſeen ſo 
otften return victorious over the Ppili- | 
| flines, and as one moſt worthy to reign 
| Over them. 
* F 4 7 Tavs 
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1 Tuus all the Tribe were re-united; | fre 
5 and the new King, after having mag- Cc 
# nificently treated the Elders and prin- I 
i cipal Officers, commanded them to wh 
bl return to their reſpective Places of ou 
5 Abode, to aſſemble each Tribe, and ed 
4 | to bring in all ſuch as were ca- ne 
|! pable to bear Arms to Hebron; deter- tle 
| mining at his Acceſſion to the Throne, Ax 
1M to ſignalize himſelf by ſome . ing 
bl A | Mc 
1 TukEv failed not to be at the Ren- te 


dezvous the Day appointed. The Sti 
Army conſiſted of 300,000 Men, fic 


ready to undertake any Thing under ha. 
ſo great a Commander, whoſe Valour, Bli 
Conduct, and Prudence were ſo well no 
known to them. Three Days were cu 
paſſed in public Rejoicings, then they | At 
marched by the Road of Salem Re 
dif 

Tas Town was about ſeven or th: 
eight Leagues Northward of Hebron, fir 
and belonged to the Jebuſites, who nei 


had been Poſſeſſors of it 500 Years, 


from 
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from the Time Joſbua had de a 
Conqueſt of the Land of Fromiſe. 
They defended themſelves againſt the 
whole Power of Tſrael. Its advantage- 
ous Situation, on Mount Sin, render- 
ed it almoſt impregnable. David, 
nevertheleſs, took the Town with lit- 
| tle Trouble; but when he made his 
Approaches to the Fortreſs, which be- 
ing advantageouſly ſituated on the 


Mount of Sion, made it almoſt im- 


pregnable, he obſerved that the Zebu- 
| fites, confiding in the Situation and 
Strength of the Place, thought it ſuf- 
ficient to ſhut the Gates only, and 
had placed only the Lame and the 
Blind to defend the Walls. He was 
not in the leaſt ſurprized at the Diffi- 
culties that might be met with in the 
Attack thereof; he promiſed great 
Rewards to thoſe Soldiers who ſhould 
diſtinguiſh themſelves ; and proteſted 
that — amongſt his Officers who ſhould 

firſt mount the Breach, ſhould be Ge- 

neral of his Army. 


Joa, 


* 
* 
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oAB, Who was already in this di- 


ſtinguiſhed Poſt, had the Glory and 
Pleaſure to continue it to himſelf, and 
was the firſt who was ſeen on the 
Ramparts of the Fortreſs, which was 


carried Sword in Hand. The King 


drove out the Jebuſites, repaired the 


Fortifications, and gave it his own 
Name. He alſo added new Fortifica- 
tions to the old Town of Salem, and 
called it Jeruſalem, joining it to the 
Fort, and made it the Seat of his Em- 
pire. He had reigned ſeven Years 
and a half in Hebron over the T ribe 
of Tuclab. 


TIIIõ Canguelt was a great Addi- 


tion to his Glory. Hiram, King of 


Tyre, ſent Ambaſſadors to him to ora 
fre his Friendſhip, and ſent him Pre- 


ſents of Cedar, and Workmen skilled 


in Building, to build him a Houſe. 


But when he thought to enjoy the 


Pleaſures of Peace, the Philiſtines, ir- 
reconcileable Enemies to Iſrael, came 


with a * Army, and invaded his 
3 
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Kingdoms, and pitched their Tents 
near to Feruſalem, having engaged 
the Syrians and Phenicians, who join- 
ed them with conſiderable Forces; ſo 
that David, who was not prepared to 
encounter with fo many Enemies, was 
obliged to withdraw himſelf into the 
Fortrels of Lion. 


_ David, on a very bot Day, Ts 
pening to be on the Ramparts, VIEW- 
ing the Situation of the Enemies Camp, 
_ complained that he was a-thirſt, and 
ſaid, © O how good is the Water of 
| Bethlehem! O that I had but ſome. 
now to drink!” Which he had not 
_ expreſſed, but Abino, Eleazer, and 
emma, three young Men, who after- 
wards were-ve famous for the great 
Actions done by them, immediately 
| parted from before David, and paſſed 
through the Camp of the P41; Kren 
and e not till they came to Berb- 
lebem; drew Water from the Ciſtern, 
returned by the ſame Way they went 
thither, and came and preſented the 
x fame 
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ſame to the King, without any Oppo- 


fition from the Philiftines ; who were 
either aſtoniſhed at their Boldneſs, or 


deſpiſed their Number. Nevertheleſs 


the King, although extreme dry, 
would not drink thereof, but poured 


out the ſame to God. What, ſaid 
he, ſhall I drink this Water, that has 
been got with ſo much Danger by theſe 
young Men, who have ventured their 
Blood to fetch it? No, I will not 
taſte one Drop thereof.” This Action 
made him ſenſible what his Soldiers 
were capable of doing. Then Da- 


did enquired of the Lord, by the Hand 


of the High-Prieſt, . would be 


the Event of this War; and God ſaid, 
that David and his People ſhould i 


victorious. The King, thus encouraged, 


marched againſt this Philiſtines, ſur- 


priſed them, killed a great Number, 


and put the reſt to flight. Soon after 
the Philiſtines returned againſt David 

with a far more nu merousArmythan the 
former; but David was ſtill viaorious, 


and defeated them as before. By 
which 
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which it was viſible to all, that God 


favoured David, and proſpered all he 


took in Hand, 


Tur SE two great Overthrows, given 
to the powerful Enemies of 1/rael, ' 
made David more revered and belov- 
ed by the People; and the Terror of 
his Name was known to all the Na- 


tions round about. 


| AFTER theſe glorious Succeſles, Da- 
vid, full of Duty and Gratitude to the 


| Lord, to whom, and from whom, he | 


owed and received ſo manifold Bleſ- 

ſings, reſolved to fetch the Ark of 
Alliance between God and his People 
from Gilboa, and conduct the e. to 
Feruſalem, as a Place he judged more 


honourable than that where it then 


was. But although he was himſelf 
both King and Prophet, he would 
not undertake this Thing of his own 
Head, without the Advice of the chief 
Perſons in his Kingdom: He there- 
fore aſſembled them together, and 

Having - 
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| having communicated his Thoughts 


to them, they with one Voice and 
Conſent approved his noble Deſign. 
David, pleaſed that the Elders and 
Chiefs had ſo readily concurred with 
him herein, accompanied with 30,000 
Men of the Land of Judæa, the 
Prieſts, and the Levites, went by _ 
Way of Gibeah; the Ark being a 

that Time there, in the Houſe of 


Abinadab, and had been conſtantly. 
kept there, ſince the Time that the 


Philiſtines, afflicted with all Manner 


of Diſeaſes, were obliged to return it 


back. And when David was arrived 


at Gibeab, the Ark of God was ſet on 
a new Cart, and brought out from 
Abinadab's Houſe; and Uzza and 
Abio, Abinadab's Sons, drove the Cart; 


and David, the Prieſts, and Levites 
went before the Ark with great Joy; 
ſinging and playing on Harps, Tim- 
brels, Cymbals, and Trumpets. 


Wren they were come to a Place 


called, The phat.” Fioor of Wachor, 
| the 
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the Oxen which drew the Ark ſtum- 


| bled, and Uz2a, fearful that the ſame 


might fall, put his Hand to the Ark at 
| the ſame Inſtant, which he had no 
ſooner done but he fell down dead ; - 
| God being angry that he ſhould pre- . 
ſume, not being of the Pre ones to 
| touch the Ark. 


Tus ſevere Puniſhment aſtoniſhed 
the King, ſo that he durſt not con- 
duct the Ark into the City, called by 
his own Name, but turned aſide near 


E100 Feruſalem, and placed it in, the 5 
Houſe of Obededom the Gittite, who 


was a rich Man of the Family of the 


| Levites; where it continued but three 


Months; for David finding that the 

Lord bleſſed Obededom, and all that 
belonged to him, by reaſon of the 
Ark, he would no longer delay bring 
ing up the Ark to er ammry''s 


Tazn he ordained that the Children 
of the Prieſts and the Levites ſhould. 


ſanctify — in order to their 
in 
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bringing the Ark to the Place he had 
prepared for it; which they having 


done, accompanied with all Sorts of 


Muſick, they went to Obededom's, and 


brought the Ark from thence, carry- 
ing the ſame on their Shoulders, Da- 
vid marching before playing on the 


Harp; reſting from Time to Time, 
and facrificing to God, the King ſing- 


ing a Song he had made to the Glory 
of God, vi. 


A 


thy Tabernacle, or who is it that ſhall 


abide in thy Holy Hill ? He who liyes 


in Innocence, who cannot reproach 
himſelf with having done ill, who 
does every Thing which 1s juſt, who 
ys what he thinks; he who has not 
deceived and done Injury to his Neigh- 
bour, or ſuffered his Friends to be 


wronged; he who regards not the 


Wicked, but honours thoſe who ſerve 
Cod; he who breaks not his Word or 


Promiſe for whatever worldy Advan- 


tage may happen, as Jonathan, who 


had 
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| had rather loſe a Kingdom than for- 


feit his Word to a Friend; in fine, he 
who never lends his Money for Uſury, 
| who aſſiſts his Friends for the Pleaſure 
of doing Good, and who will not let 
himſelf be corrupted by Preſents, to 
injure the Widow and fatherleſs Chil- 
dren. Whoſoever ſhall govern him- 
ſelf by theſe Maxims, merits an im- 
moveable and eternal Felicity, and is 
only fit to dwell in the Tabernacle of 


f God. 25 


Tuus David and all the People 
brought up the Ark with great Joy, 
the Sound of Trumpets, and other 
| Inſtruments of Muſic, ſinging and 
| praiſing God, and placed it in a mag- 
nificent Tent, which David had pre- 
pared for it; offering to God Sacri- 
| tices, and glorifying his holy Name. 
Then the King diſtributed Bread, Fleſh, 
and Wine among the People, bleſſed ; 
them, and returned to his Palace ; 
where Michal met him, and, with a 


ſcornful Smile, ſaid, „Truly, the King 
G : or 
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of Iſrael hath acquitted himſelf gal- 


lantly To-day; he hath expoſed him- 


ſelf to his Subjects, and ſhametully 
danced before them.” © Yes, ſaid 
David, I have danced before the 1 


and ſhall never be aſhamed to Num 
myſelf before the living God.“ 


Dav now ſeeing himſelf in Peace, 


revered and beloved of his Subjects, 


feared and reſpected by his Neighbours, 


bleſſed with a numerous and flourith- 
ing Family, abounding in Riches, his 
Health not impaired by the many Fa- 
tigues he had undergone, covered 


with Glory and Honour; he humbled 


himſelf before God, knowing that all 
he poſleſſed and enjoyed was due to 


him alone. He ſent for the Prophet 
Nathan, a Man famous for his Piety 
and Holineſs, and one in Favour with 


God, to whom he ſaid, “O, Nathan, 


I ham aſhamed thus to live in a Palace 


adorned with all Manner of Riches, 
whilſt the Ark of God remains in a 


Tent only. I will build 4 ſtately 


Tem N 


The oh of Pare 


| Temple, where God ſhall be adored 


with all the Magnificence that Man is 


capable of.” Do all that is in thy 


Heart, replied the Prophet ; it is an 
Undertaking worthy of my Lord the 


| King.” But the following Night God 
appeared i in a Dream to Vathan, and 
| faid to him, that „ the Hands of 
| David having been ſo often dipped in 
Blood, they were not pure enough to 
| build a Temple for the Almighty; this 
| Honour was reſerved for Solomon his 

Son, who ſhould reign after him, and 


be the moſt wiſe, the moſt e and 
R of Kings.“ 


WIEN Mathan had acquainted Da- 


did with what the Lord had revealed 


to him, David went and proſtrated 
himſelf before the Ark, with the ut- 


moſt Tranſports of Duty and Adora- 


tion. He ſaid, O Lord God, from a 
POOT imple Shepherd thou. haſt vouch- 
ſafed to make me King over thy 


People 1/rael, and although from 


1 all that come into the World 
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are born to die, ye 
Will I ſhall revive, and that after 
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t, Lord, it is thy 


Death I ſhall reign in my Children. 
What can I ſay to the Lord for all his 
Benefits? Thou knoweſt, Lord, the 
Secrets of my Heart, and how unwor- 
thy I think myſelf of thy manifold 
and repeated Favours to the Houſe of 
David thy Servant. Finiſh, O God, 


the Work thou haſt begun, and ac- 


compliſh what thou haſt ſaid concern- 
ing me. Thou art God, thou art 
mighty, thou art the God of Truth, 
and thy Mercy and Goodneſs cont1- 
nue forever.” 


A Prince fo pious could not but 
proſper in all he took in Hand. God 
never forſook him in his Wars, but 
gave him. conftant Victory over his 
Enemies. He beat the Phili/tines in 
ſeveral Rencounters, took Gath from 


them, and made them Tributaries to 


him. He, conquered the Moabites, 


flew many of them, and obliged the 


reſt to pay Tribute, In a pitched 
: „ Battle 
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Battle ne defeated Hadadezer, King 


of Zobab; beat the Syrians, who. 
came from Damaſeus to E. Aſſiſtance; 
ſlew 22,000 of them, and placed 


Garriſons through all ria. Thus by 


his Conqueſts, and > 4b Terror of his : 
Name, he extended the Bounds of his 


| Empire from Egypt to the Euphra- 


FP. 


Arx theſe glorious Succeſſes he 
returned triumphant to TFeru/alem, 


and before the Tabernacle returned 
Thanks to God, as the Author of all 


the Glory and good Fortune he had 


acquired, and conſecrated to him the 


Shields and Veſſels of Gold and Silver, 
and a great Quantity of Braſs, more 


eſteemed than Gold, which he had 


taken from his Enemies, and of which 
when Holomon built the Temple, were 


made Baſons, and the great Veſſel of 
Braſs, which he called the Sea, 


Some ſhort Time after his Return to 


Teruſalem, Toi King of Hamatb ſent 
G 3 Hadoram, 


_ eſtabliſhed Juſtice throughout the ſame. 
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Hadoram, his Son, with all Manner of 
Gold, Silver, and Braſs, to congratu- 
late David upon his late Victory over 
Hadadezer, and to defire that he MW © 


would enter into Alliance and Friend- 


{hip with him. David likewiſe con- 


_ ſecrated theſe Veſſels to the Lord. 


Tris Prince having now nothing to 
fear, put his Kingdom in Order, and 


He continued Foab General of his 
Army, and he had .the Charge of 
keeping the Kingdom in Peace, and 
to prevent any Revolt of the Nations 
newly conquered. He made 7eho/a- 
Phat, the Son of Alibud, Recorder; and 
Benaiah, the Son of Fehoiada, Captain 
of his Guards; and his own Sons he 
made.chief Rulers over the Land. He 
joined Zadol, the Son of Abitub, in the 
Prieſt hood with Abimelech, the Son of 
Abiathar, who was of the Family of 
Phineas, Aaron's Grandſon, whole 
Memory is bleſſed, for having reveng- 
ed the Cauſe of God, in {laying the 
Taelite, 


VVV 
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Iſraelite, who had the Inſolence be- 
fore Moſes's Face to abuſe the Daugh- 


ter of Madian. He alſo made Serai- 


ah Secretary. 


Having thus ſettled his Kingdom, 
and rendered Thanks to God for all 
his Bleſſings to him, and put all Things 
in Order for the Good of the Publick ; 
the Remembrance of his dear Bro- 


| ther Jonathan, and the Promiſe he 


had made him, came freſh into his 


Mind; and reſolving therefore to ſhew 


Kindneſs and Favour to any that there 


might be yet found alive of the Houſe 

of Saul, and underſtanding that there 
was one Ziba, who had been hereto- _ 
fore a Servant in Says Houſe, he com- 


manded that he ſhould be ſent for, and 
brought before him, which was no 
ſooner done, than the King asked him 
if there was yet remaining any that be- 
longed to the Family of this unfortu- 
nate King, that, for the Love he bore 
to the Memory of Jonathan, he might 

G4 ſhew 
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ſhew Grace and Favour to them. Ziba, 
believing that he need not hide any 
Thing from a Prince, whoſe Govern- 
ment was founded on Truth and Ju- 
ſtice, and who abhorred doing any 
Thing that was cruel or ſevere, bold- 
ly told him, that there was indeed 
one Son of 
Name was Mephiboſheth, who was 


lame, occaſioned by his Nurſe's let- 


ting him fall from her Arms when he 
was yet a Child, when ſhe heard the 
fatal News of the Death of Saul and 


Jonathan 1 in the Battle againſt the Phi- 
Then David ordered that 
Mephiboſheth ſhould be ſent for; and 


7 tines. 


when he came into the King's Preſence, 
he trembled and bowed himſelf to- the 
Ground, „ Fear nothing, my Son, 
1aid David, for I will be a Father to 


you, and happy am I that I have it 


in my Power to ſhew Kindneſs to you, 


after having myſelf received ſo much 
from your Father Jonathan. I will 


reſtore to you all the Land of Saul 


your Grandfather, and you ſhall eat 


con- 


Jorat zan s alive, whoſe 
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continually at my Table.” And Da- 
did ſaid to Ziba, © Behold I have given 
to thy Maſter's Son all that appertain- 
ed to Saul, and to all his Houſe; be 
thou therefore a faithful Steward to 
him, and do thou and thy Sons till 
the Land, and give an Account of all 
Things yearly to Mephiboſheth here at 
Jeruſalem, for he ſhall abide with 


me. 


Tnus, without conſidering that his 
Kingdom was not well eſtabliſhed, and 
that it was dangerous to revive the 
Memory of Saul, he treated Jonathan's 
Son as if he had been his own ; Love 
and Gratitude giving way to Poli- 
ticks. 


AzouT this Time died Wabaſh 
King of the Ammonites. David, who 
never forgot the Injuries, nor the Good 
that had ever been gone him, remem- 
bering the Kindneſs this Prince had 
ſhewn to him heretofore, when he 
fled from the Court of Achiſb King of 

„ Gath, 
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thus to be ſent away. 


prepared himſelf for War, and en- 
ä gaged the Kings of Meſopotamia and 
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Gath, ſent Ambaſſadoas to his Son 
Hanun, who ſucceeded his Father in 


the Throne, to condole with him, and 


to aſſure him that he would continue 
to him the Frindſhip he had to his 
Father. But this young King, per- 
ſuaded by his Miniſters that David 
had ſent theſe Ambaſſadors as Spies 


only, in order to attack him with the 


more Advantage, and take his King- 
dom from him; and, not conſidering 


that Ambaſſadors from Kings ought to 


be ſacred, he ordered that half their 


Beards ſhould be ſhaved off, their 


Garments cut off to the Middle, and 
He judged 
rightly, that ſo great a King as David, 


was not a Man that would forgive ſo 


vile an Affront to himſelf in the Per- 
ſon of his Ambaſſadors, and therefore 


* 


Hria in his Quarrel, who brought him 


40, ooo Men. 
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TES E great Preparations no ways 


troubled David, the War he was en- 


tering into being juſt, and he xneẽr 


that the God of Battles would give 


him Victory. He gave the Command 


| of his Army to Joab, who went forth! 


and encamped before Rabbah, the 
Capital of the Ammonites, who had 
ranged themſelves in Battle-array be- 


fore the Walls of the Town, and 


their Allies were upon the Right og 


a Plain. Joab divided the Army, gave 
the Command of one half to his 
Brother Abiſbai, to obſerve the An- 


monites, and marched with the other 


half againſt the Allies, whom he knew 


were the moſt experienced and inured 


to War; not doubting that if he could 


overcome them, he ſhould have but 
little Trouble in defeating the Ammo- 
nites; which happened accordingly ; 


he put them to Flight, and returned 


victorious to Feruſalem. The Ammo- 
_ nites, not daring to encounter the Vic- 


tor, retired within their Walls. The 


Knowledge of their Weakneſs, never- 
theleſs, 
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paſſed over 
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theleſs, could not make them wiſe. 
The Syrians, vexed at their Defeat, 
raiſed a great Army the next Year, 


1 ſending for the Syrians beyond the Ri- 


ver Euphrates ; ; and Shobach, General 
of the Army of Hadarezer King of 


| Sheba, came to their Aſſiſtance with 


80,000 Foot, and 1000 Horſe. 
David, who went not out but upon 
emergent Occaſions, would not truſt 
his Licutenants to manage a War of ſo 
much Importance, He put himſelf at 


the Head of all the Troops of 1/rae, 


ordan, and came to 


Helam, where he found his numerous 
Enemies ready to receive him. He 
drew up his Men in Order of Battle, 


and the two Armies, with loud Shouts 


and Cries,” engaged each other with 


great Fury; but David, accuſtomed 
to conquer, ſlew $hobach their General 
put the Army of 


with his own Hand, 


the Syrians to Flight, after having left 
40, ooo of 8 dead upon the Place. 
AFTER 


, - The Jinn of Davnn 
AFTER ſo conſiderable a Defeat, the 
Syrians were obliged to ſue for Peace, 
and become tributary to David, and 
to abandon the Ammonites. 


Wen the Spring and the Seaſon of 
the Year was come for taking of the 
Field, the King having only the Am- 
mnonites to encounter with, and to cha- 
ſtize for their Behaviour to his Ambaſ- 
ſadors, he ordered Foab to go out a- 
gainſt them, continuing himſelf at e- 
ruſalem. But this Prince, always inno- 

cent in thePains and Fatigues with which 
his Life had been blended, was too eaſily 
corrupted by the Pleaſures of an indolent 
Life. One Day as he was walking upon 
the Terras of his Palace, having ſlept 
after Dinner, according to the Cuſtom 
of thoſe Times, he beheld in a neigh- 
bouring Houſe a Woman bathing her- 
ſelf, who appeared very beautiful. He 
ſent to enquire her Name, and being 
acquainted that it was Bathſpeba, and 
that ſhe was the Wife of Uriah the 
Hittite, his Paſſion tranſported him 
| | ſo 
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ſo far, that he ſent for her, and lay 
with her. Some Time after Bazhſhe- 
ba, perceiving that ſhe was with Child, 
adviſed the King thereof, praying, that 
he would be pleaſed to find out ſome 
Way to hide her Shame; and prevent 
her being ſtoned to Death. David im 
mediately ſent Orders to Jab to ſend 
him Uriah the Hittite. And when 
he was come to the King, David 
enquired in what State he had left 
the Army, and how Affairs were car- 
Tied on in the Camp; and Uriah hav- 
ing given the King an Account thereof, 
this Prince, who had his Deſign, com- 
manded him to go to his Houſe, and 
repoſe himſelf; « for, ſaid he, thou 
muſt be tired and weary with the 
Journey; and ſent him Meat from 
his own Table. But Ur:ah departed 
not from the Court, but ſlept that 
Night at the Gate of the King's Palace, 
with the Officers of the Guard. The 
King having notice thereof, ſent for 
him, and ſaid, How comes it, Uriah, 
that after your Return from ſo great 
£4 
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a Journey, you have not been to ſee 
your Wife?” „ The Ark of God, 


anſwered Uriah, all Iſrael and all 


Judab abide in Tents; Foab, and all 


the Servants of the King ſleep upon 
the Ground; and ſhall I eat and drink, 
and go home and ſleep with my Wife? 
No, I ſwear by the Lite of the King, 
my Lord, I will never do it. When 
David heard this, he commanded 
him to ſtay that Day, and he would 
ſend him back to the Army the next 


Day. At Night the King treated him 


at his own Table, and made him drink 
hard, believing that when he was 


warm with Wine, he would go home 


to his own Houſe, and take his Leave 
of his Wife; but Ur:ah went not, but 


| ſlept as before with the Officers. The 
King, angry that he could not pre- 


vail with Uriah to go to his Houſe, 
diſpatched him back to the Army, 
with a Letter to Joab, directing him, 


that in the next Attack to be made 


upon Rabbab, the capital City of the 


Ammonites,he {hould placeUriah1 in the 
8 
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Fore- front of it, to the End he might 


be ſlain. Jyoab, in Obedience to theſe 
Orders, aſſigned Uriah to go with 


thoſe who were to make the Attack, 


and he was in the Heat thereof lain; 
of which Joab acquainted the King. 


Bath/ſheba lamented the Loſs of her 
Huſband according to Cuſtom ; and 


when the Time of Mourning was over, 
the King married her, and ſoon after 
ſhe was brought to Bed of a Son. 


David had not been long in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of his fair Bathſheba, but his 
Joy was turned into Sorrow; for God, 

diſpleaſed at what he had done, ſent 
 IVathan the Prophet to him, to make 

him ſenſible of his Folly: 
phet then waited on the King, and 
expreſſed himſelf in theſe Words: 


« My Lord, there were two Men, Who 


both lived in one City; one of them 
was very rich, the other very poor; 
the poor Man had but one Lamb, 
which he had bred up and nourifled 


with the lame Tenderneſs as his on 


Chil- 


The Pro- 
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Children: And the rich Man, who a- 
bounded in all Things, ſent and took 
away the poor Man's Lamb, which he 
loved ſo dearly, and killed it to treat one 
of his Friends, making no Manner of 
Compenſation for it. When the King 
heard this, his Anger was raiſed, and 
he ſaid to Mathan, «© The Man who 
hath done this Injuſtice to his Neigh- 
bour ſhall die.“ O, David, re- 
plied the Prophet, chou art the rich; 
Uriah the poor Man, and Bathſheba 
the Lamb! Thus the God of 1/rael 
| hath made thee King, hath bleſſed 
thee with Riches and Honour, and. 
nothing is wanting to thee; yet thou 
haſt done ill in the Sight of the Lord! 
Thou haſt taken U7iah's Wife from 
him, and haſt cauſed him to be ſlain 
by the Sword of the Ammonites. God 
alſo will puniſh thee ſeverely; thy 
Children ſhall riſe againſt thee, and 
| ſhall abuſe thy Wives before thy Face. 
Thy Sin was done in Secret, but the 
Lord, who knows all Things, will 
| puniſh thee in x public.” | 
TH 'Trzss 
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TazseE Words opened the Eyes of 
David, and pierced him to the Heart; 
he was ſenſible of the Heinouſneſs of 


his Crime, and of the Puniſhmeat he 


deſerved : Alas, faid he, I have ſin- 


ned grievoully againſt the Lord!“ His 


Tears and Sighs hindered him from 
ſaying, more; and the Prophet, who 
knew his Repentance was ſincere, told 
him, that God had pardoned him, but 
that the Child ſhould die. 


Narnax then dente and left 
David involved in Grief, who retired 
to his Chamber, lamenting with Tears 
the Fault he had committed. © Have 

pity on me, O God of Mercy and For- 
giveneſs; I have done wickedly, and 
my Sin is ever before me; Tis true, I 


have hid it from Men; my Guards 
ſaw not Bathſheba come into my 


Houle, nor Jab knew not the Rea- 
ſon why the brave Ur:ah was to be an 
innocent Vid im to my Folly. Ithought 


of nothing but to ſatisfy my unhappy 


Paſſion. But, O God, what availed 
| theſe 
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_ theſe Precautions; I ſinned in ſecret, 
but yet my Sins were not hid from 
thee.” Here he ſtopped to give 
Vent to a Flood of Tears, which were 
no ſooner abated but he went on thus: 
e Lord, if I have ſpilled innocent 
Blood, it is but juſt that mine ſhould 
be ſhed alſo; it is but juſt that my 
Son ſhould die: But as Shs haſt ſaved 
me ſo many Times, yet ſave me, O 
Lord, a miſerable Sinner, who pleads 
guilty, and with humble Sorrow con- 
feſſes his Crime, and who deteſts it; 
ſave my Son, and I will every whit 
proclaim the Truth of thy inimitable 
Word, that to be heard, there is only 
to ak God, who 1 is 8060 and can for- 
give. 


5 T HESE Words came from the Heart; 
but the Juſtice of God muſt be ſatis- 
fied, and the Child fell tick. David, 
who tenderly loved him, had again 
Recourſe to Prayer, and faſted ſeven 
Days; but the Child died, which 
none of his Servants durſt tell him. 

MS — The 
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The King obſerving that the Court 
was troubled, he ſuſpected the Child 
was dead, nad demanding if it was 
ſo, they told him the Truth ; when in- 
ſtead of giving himſelf over to an im- 
moderate Grief, he aroſe from the 
Earth, waſhed himſelf, and changed 
his Apparel, and anointed himſelf, 
and entered into the Houſe of the 
Lord, and worſhipped. And when 
it was asked him the Reaſon of fo 


extraordinary a Conduct in Relation to 


the Child; © I have wept, ſaid he, 

J have faſted long, in hopes to have 
prevailed on the Goodneſs of God; 
but ſince my Son is dead, he can 
never return to me, and if I ſhould 
afflict myſelf longer, I ſhould ſoon 
follow him into the Tomb.” He re- 
ceived with an equal Reſignation to 
the Will of God, the other Troubles 

that he ſent him ; and when he after- 
wards ſaw his Houſe afflicted in fo 
many Ways and Manners, and all the 
Evils that the Prophet had foretold- 
him fall upon him, he murmured I 
e mort; i 
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not; and regarding with the Eyes of 
| Faith, the infinite Troubles in which 
his Sin would make him fall if God 
had not pardoned him, he thanked 
God for the Mercy he had promiſed 
him, and with the temporal Evils witn 
which he chaſtiſed him, to make Hon 

worthy of this Grace. 


__ DvurinG the Time that David thus 

lamented for his Sin, Joab preſſed on 
the Siege of Rabbah. He had broke 
the Aqueducts which conveyed the 
Water into the City; where they want- 


ed Proviſions, inſomuch that the Am. 


monites died of Hunger and Thirſt. 
When Joab ſaw them reduced to the 

laſt Extremity, he adviſed the King 
thereof, and deſired that he would 
come to the Siege, with the reſt of 
the Army, to'the End he might have 
the Glory to take the City himſelf, 
and raze the ſame to the Ground 
He ſet out accordingly with the Army, 
and ſoon after arrived at Rabbah; and 


' the Soldiers, animated by his Preſence, 
ns. aſſaulted 
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aſſaulted and took the City, plunder- 
ed it, and put all the Inhabitants to 
the Sword. After which the King 
returned to Feruſalem, and Bathſheba 
was brought to Bed of a Son, who 
was named Solomon, to the great Joy 
of the King and Court. Soon after 
David proved how God is juſt in all 
his Words, and dreadful in his Judg- 
ments. He had committed Adultery 
and Murder; it was convenient that 
his Crimes ſhould be puniſhed before 
Men; and God permitted that his 
Family was diſhonoured by Crimes yet 
greater than Adultery and Murder. 
The Brother violates a Siſter; the Bro- 
ther aſſaſſinates the Brother; the Son 
riſes in Rebellion againſt the Father, 
and would take away his Crown and 
Lite from him. 


David had Gal Children by dit- 
ferent Wives. Ammon, the eldeſt of 
all, was Son of Achinoam of Fexreel. 
Abſalom was Son of Maacha, Daugh- 
ter to the King of Geſbur, and had 


4 
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a Siſter named Thamar, a Perſon of 
- ſingular Beauty. Amnon was in Love 
with her, and as it was impoſſible for 
him to ſatisfy his Paſſion, by reaſon 
the Princeſs was ſtrictly guarded, and 
conſequently difficult for him to ſee 
her often, he fell into a Melancholy, 
and pined away: He had a Couſin- 
German, named Vonadab, Son of She- 
maiah the King's Brother, who ſeeing 
him in this Eſtate, preſſed him ſo long 
that he at laſt told him the Reaſon of 
his Indiſpoſition, owning his Love to 
his Siſter. Jonadab, who regarded 
Ammon as the preſumptive Heir to the 
Crown; in lieu of condemning a Paſ- 
ſion ſo deteſtable, counſelled him to 
pretend himſelf extremely ill, and to 
pray the King his Father, when he 
came to ſee him, to permit Tamar. 
his Siſter to come to ſee him, and 
make him ſome Cakes, that he might 
eat. The King, who loved Amnon, 
immediately ſent for his Daughter 
Tamar, and directed her to do all that 
was poſlible to divert her Brother, 
Hs 
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The Princeſs made Cakes before him, 
and when they were made, her Brother 


defired that ſhe would carry them into 


his Cloſet, ordering at the ſame Time 
thoſe that were in his Chamber to re- 
tire: Then he aroſe and raviſhed his 
Siſter, in Spight of all her Cries and 
Reſiſtance. So ſoon as he had ſatis- 
fied this brutal Paſſion, Hatred took 


the Place of Love and Reſpect ; he 
thruſt her out of his Houſe in the 


Day, and would not ſo much as allow 
her to ſtay till Night, that ſhe might 
hide her Shame n the World. The 
afflicted Princeſs, almoſt in Deſpair 
at this Violation of her Honour, tore 
her Robes, training on the Ground, 


ſuch as the King's Daughters are ac- 


cuſtomed to wear whilſt they are in a 
Virgin State; covered her Head with 
Aſhes, and crying aloud, ran to 
her Sher Abſalom's 8 The 
King had ſoon an Account of what 
had happened, and was extremely 


troubled thereat; but he had ſo great 


an * for his Son, that he 
took 
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took no Notice of his Crime. Ab/a- 
jam, who loved his Siſter, reſolved to 
revenge the Injury done to her. He 
was the youngeſt and weakeſt, and 
therefore diſſembled his Raſrntgent; 
till he ſhould meet with an Opportu-' 
| nity to ſhew it. Two Years paſſed 
without his once letting any Thing 
drop of Reſentment, but he lived wah 
Amnon as before. The: Time being 
come for the Shearing of his Sheep, 
that he had in the Land of Ephraim, 
he intreated the King, and all the 
Royal Family, to take Part of a Feaſt 
that he was to prepare on this Occa- 
ſion. The King would not go, leſt 
he might put his Son to too much 
Expence, but let all his Children go 
to Abſalom's Entertainment. He had 
prepared a magnificent Feaſt. They 
placed themſelves at Table; the good 
Cheer made every one merry; but of 
a ſudden Ab/alom's Officers fell on 
 Amnon and ſlew him. The King's 
Children, being aſtoniſhed at this Ac- 
tion, . left the Table, mounted their 
Mules, 
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Mules, and returned to Jeruſalem. 
The Noiſe of what had paſſed out- run 
them, and augmented ; for the King 


was told that Ab/alom had killed all 


his Children. He threw himſelf on 


the Ground, tore his Garments, and 


was inconſolable. Jonadab had enough 


to do to perſuade him that Abſalom 


had taken away the Life of Ammon 


only, to revenge the Shame done his 


Siſter Tamar. This poor Prince griev- 
ed for his Children, and grieved alſo 
for him who had done this, regarding 
him as a Monſter in Nature. He was 
thus vexing and tormenting himſelf, 
when the Centinel, who kept Guard 
on the Top of the Palace, cried out, 
that he ſaw many People coming on- 
wards in great Haſte, by the Way of 
the Hill-ſide behind him. TFonadab 
ſaid, « Thoſe are the King's Children:“ 
And in effect, ſome Time after they 
arrived; and when they were arrived, 


they raiſed Voices all together and 


wept. The King and all his Servants 
alſo ſhed Tears. rin 


IN 
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In the mean Time Abſalom fled, 
and went to his Grandfather the Kew 
of Geſbur, where he continued three 
Years, without daring ſo much as to 
ſue to his Father to pardon the Crime 
he had committed, in cauſing his Bro-' 
ther Amnom to be minded baſal 
Face. Joab now perceiving that Time 
had in a great Meaſure worn out the 
Remembrance of Amnon's Death in 
the King's Mind, and that his Ten- 
derneſs for Abſalom appeared every 
Day, contrived a Way very ingenious 
to oblige David to pardon his Son. 
He perſuaded a Woman of Tekoa, of 
the Land of Judab, to attire herſelf 
in Mourning, and to perſonate one 
that had long been in Affliction for 
the Dead; and to wait on the King, 
and throw herſelf at his Feet with 
Tears in her Eyes, and ſay what he 
put into her Mouth. She readily con- 
ſenting, came to David, feigning as 
Joab had directed, fell down on her 
Knees all in Tears, and ſaid, Let 
not my Lord, the King, be angry that 


thy 
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only Son.” 
her Cries and Tears, granted her Suit. 


thy Handmaid thus preſumes to ap- 
pear before thee, to ſeek for Redreſs 
in this my preſent Diſtreſs : I had two 


Sons, they fought together, one killed 


the other; and now that I had loſt 


one of my Children, the whole Fami- 


ly are riſen up againſt me, and would 
have him die alſo for having ſlain his 


Brother, and thereby would deprive 


me of the only Comfort left, and in 
his Death forever extinguiſh the Name 
of my Husband; and I come, O King, 
to thee, to intreat for the Life of my 
The King, moved with 


Then faid ſhe, « My Lord, as thou 
haſt now done to me do, to thyſelt.” 


The King then perceiving her Drift, 
ſaid, „Tell me, O Woman, now the 


TE ruth, Is.it not al that has adviſed 
thee to do as thou haſt done?” „ Yes, 
my Lord, anſwered the, it is true 
that what I have done 1s by the Direc- 
tion of Joab : Thou art an Angel of 
God, thou knoweſt W Thing that 
is tone, 


/ 
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HERBUrOoN Foab poſted without 


Delay to Geſbur, and brought Abſa- 
hom to Feruſalem ; but . was two 


Vears longer without being admitted 
into his Father's Preſence. Being 
weary to live like an Exile in the mid- 


dle of the City, he prayed that Jab 


would let his Father know, that he 
could not any longer live without 
aying his Duty to him; and that if 
his Fault was not forgotten, he had 
rather ſuffer for it, than be de- 


prived of the Comfort of ſeeing him, 


and being reftored to his Gram and 


Favour, The King, unable to reſiſt 


any longer, ordered that he ſhould be 


brought to him, forgave his F aal and 
kiſſed him. 


So toon as Abſalom was reſtored to 


his Father's Favour, he ſufficiently 


ſhewed by his preſent Conduct, that 
all he had done till then to repair 
his Fault was only Dream and Diſſimu- 


lation. His Exile had excited his Am- 
bition; and although the Death of his 


eldeſt 
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eldeſt Brother had rendered him the 
next Heir to the Crown, yet this was 
not ſufficient to ſatisfy his ambitious 
Spirit ; he wanted to reign preſently, 
and in order to it thought of nothing 


elſe but how to dethrone his Father, 


and perhaps to take away his Life al- 
ſo. He made himſelf magnificent 
Chariots; he had always fifty Guards 
to go before him wherever he went; 
and by his engaging Way natural to 


him, he endeavoured as much as poſ- 


ſible to inſinuate himſelf into the Af- 
fections and Love of the People. This 
he had not much Trouble to accom- 


pliſh 3 he was made to pleaſe the Mul- 


titude, handſome, with a fine Head of 
Hair, and of aStature higher than other 
Men ; and with all theſe natural 


Graces, of a ſweet Temper, a Flatter- 


er, knowing how to pleaſe. Hewould 


place himſelf all the Morning at the 


Entry into the Palace, ſpeak to all 
who came to ask Juſtice from the 
King, 
Grievances to him, and never failed 

to 


making them declare their 
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to find them rea ſonable. He would 
hold out his Hand to one; embrace 
another; would condole thoſe who loſt 
their Cauſe, and ſay to them, There 
is no Body to render you Juſtice, and 
the King gives no Order abu any 
T hing. 5 


Arx this manner having gained 
the Hearts of the People for four Vears, 
and courted others ſecretly, and ſe- 
eured himſelf a good Intereſt, he ask- 
ed Leave of the King to go to Hebron, 
to acquit himſelf of a Vow he had 
made during his Abſence from Court. 
The King granted his Requeſt, and he 
took his Journey with 200 Horſe only. 

Achitophel, the moſt able Miniſter of 
State, followed him thither. When the 
Sacrifice was prepared, and the Victims 
offered, of a ſudden all the Aſſembly cri- 
ed, Let Abſalom the King live! He was 
almoſt at the ſame Time proclaimed in 
all the Places by thoſe he had gained to 
eſpouſe his Intereſt, and People came 
from 


IJ 
Wi 
_ 
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from all Parts to aſſure him of their 


F idelity. 


WEN Rad had been adviſed of 
what had paſſed at Hebron, and that 


the Defection was general throughout 


the Land, he ſaw well that he ought 


to give way at leaſt for ſome Time to 


the new-born Fortune of Abſalom, and 
went from Feru/alem, being unwil- 
ling to expoſe, to the inevitable Mis- 


| fortunes which attend War, a City that 


he loved ſo well, and which he knew 
was in no Eſtate to defend itſelf. He 
marched then in the Midſt of his 


' Guards; and the 600 Men, who had 


never forſaken the King all the Time 


of Saul's Perſecution, went before, and 
Ittai the Gittite did command them: 


And the King ſaid to him, “ You are 


3 Stranger, why ſhould you follow- 


me, and run the Hazard of many 


Hardſhips ; return, and ſerve the new 


King.” But Ittai anſwered him, that 
he would either live or die with him. 


80 the King b over the Brook of 


1 idron, 
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Kidron, and all the People followed 


him and wept. Abiathar and Zadok 
the High-Priefts, accompanied by the 
Levites, alſo followed him, with the 
Ark of God. And David ſaid to 
them, „If I ſhall find Favour in the 

Eyes of the Lord, he will bring me 
again, and ſhew me both the Ark and 


his Habitation ; but if he ſhall a- 


bandon me, I am ready to ſuffer all 
without murmuring ; let the Lord do 


to me as it ſeemeth beſt in his Eyes: 


Return thento the City (he added toa- 


dok and Abiather) with your Children: 
Iwill go into the Plain of the Wilder- 
neſs; and ſend me daily Information 
of the State of Affairs at Jeruſalem. 

Then according to the King's Deſire 
they returned to the City with the 
Ark, and there continued. In the 
mean while the good King, bare: foot- 
ed, his Head covered, went weeping 
upon Mount Olivet, ta worſhip God 
before he went r - and all the 
People followed him, with Eyes brim 


fal of Tears, to ſee their Prince o 
i; I venerable 
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venerable for his Age, for his Victories, 


his Piety, obliged, and by his own 
Son, to fly in a Manner ſo little a- 
crecable, to his former Life. Here he 


learned that Achitophel was was gone 


over to Ab/alom, which aſtoniſhed 


him; for he had Hopes that Abſalom 


being young, without Experience, and 


_ intoxicated with his new Grandeur, 


would have enough to do to conduct 


himſelf. But when he knew that he 


had the Counſel of Achitophel to guide 


him, he began to fear more than ever. 


He loſt not however his Courage; he 


knew the Danger was great, had re- 
courſe to God, and faid in his Prayer, 


« Lord, turn the Counſel of Achitophel 
to nought!” 


In this Inftant, Huſbai, 
another of David's Miniſters of State, 


came to him; and David commanded 
him to go and offer his Service to Ab- 
| falom, to the End that he might op- 


poſe Achitophel's Counſels as much as 
poſſible. He told him likewiſe that 


he might rely ſafely on the High- 


Prieſts, and 5 their Means he might 
from 
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rom Time to Time adviſe how Mat- 
ters ſhould be carried on. After he 
had given Huſbai theſe Directions, he 
proceeded on his Way by Bahurim, a 
little Town of_ the Tribe of Benjamin, 
on one Side Jordan. Ziba, who had 
the Care and Management of the Af- 
fairs of Mephiboſheth, Jonathan's Son, 
as is ſaid before, met David with Re- 
freſhmeuts of Bread, Raiſins, Summer 
Fruit and Wine : And the King asking 
where his Maſter was, Ziba anſwered 
that he was at Feruſalem, hoping that 
in this Revolution the Houſe of Saul 
would be remembered, and that he 
ſhould mount the Throne. This un- 
parallel led Ingratitude of Mephiboſbeth, 
who had received all that he could de- 
fire from David, and indeed more 
than he could have expected, touched 
the King ſo ſenſibly, that he gave to 
Ziba all that before he had beſtowed 
on the unworthy Son of a moſt wor- 
thy Father. 


1 2 5 


allowed that this great Forbearance of 


«a 4 
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Wurn he was come near to Ba- 
hirim, $himei, a Man related to the 
Houſe . of Saul, ſeeing David in 
ſuch Diſtreſs, came and flung Stones 


at him, crying, Get thee gone from 


hence, thou Shedder of Blood; thou 
haſt ſlain Saul and his Family, and 
thou art now puniſhed according to 
thy Deſerts.” Then Abiſbai the Son 
of Zeruiah ſaid, © Shall this Wretch 
be ſuffered thus to curſe the King? 
Let me go, my Lord, to chaſtiſe his 


Inſolence. To ws David replied, 
« God may have ſuftered Shine: 


to curſe David; let him do it, I 
look upon him as the Inſtrument of 
divine Vengeance. For alas, my own 
Son would take away my Lite ! Is it 


then ſurpriſing to be curſed by ane 


who is of the Family of Saul? The 
King ſtill continued his Way, without 


_ minding any more either the Curſes or 


Reproaches of Shimmer, who followed 


him on the Hill-Side, repeating his 


Invectives againſt him. It muſt be 


the 


2 
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the King's, was a wonderful Inſtance 


of his Patience and Forgiveneſs, and 
may be reckoned among the other 
great Actions of his Life. In his Vouth 


he had ſlain Goliah ; but on this Oc- 


caſion he ar ended himſelf; he 
ſurmounted the Impulſes of Nature, 
too apt to fly out in Extremes; and 
ſuffered, with admirable Patience, the 


unparallel'd Impudence of a Wretch 
whom he could eaſily have corrected 


and puniſhed. But he was contented 
to bear it, believing it was God's Will 


it ſhould be ſo. He was conſcious that 
he was not guilty of the Crimes with 


which HHimei vilely accuſed him, how- 
ever culpable he might be before God. 


He had unhappily ſhed the Blood of 


a faithful Servant, and taken away 
his Wife: And when Shimei charged 
him with being a Man who delighted 

in Blood in himſelf, he pleaded guilty, 

conſtruing it true, in that he had 

cauſed Uriah to be untimely ſlain ; 

and that God did puniſh him jultly 
for it. Whilſt he was thus reflecting 
13 and 
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and conquering himſelf, he arrived 


at Baburim, where he 0 and re- 
freſhed himſelf and his People, tired 
wich the tedious We | 


WeurnsT David was retiring to a 


Place of Security, Ab/alom, attended 
by Achizophel, and followed by all thoſe 


of his Party, (who encreaſed as it ſeem- 


ed) left Hebron, and came to Jeru- 


lem. He underſtood in his Way thi- 
ther, that the King his Father, aban- 
doned by moſt of his Subjects, was 
gone towards Jordan. The People 
met Abſalom in the Way, wiſhing 


him a happy Reign. At his Entrance 


into the City, Huſbai, according to 
the Direction he had received from 
David, ſaluted the young Prince, and 
offered his Service to him: But Abſa- 
lom, who knew him to be faithful to 

his Father, demanded why he had 
not followed ſo good a Maſter. My 
Maſter, replied Huſbai, is he who is 
elected by Heaven, and by the Choice 
of the a of Hue ; and I will 
live 
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live with him. Nay more, who is 
he I came to ſerve? Is it not the 
King's Son? My Lord, 1 will obey 
and ſerve you, as 1 obeyed and 
ſerved. your F ather. 


TunsE Words, delivered WH 


Air of Freedom, and Sincerity, made 


Abſalom believe that Huſhai, like a 


right Courtier, followed Fortune. He 
received him with open Arms, and ad- 


mitted him into his Council, pleaſed 


that the ableſt Miniſters of State had 
declared for him. He entered into 
the Palace, and, to make it appear that 
there was to be no Reconciliation be- 
tween him and the King, he ordered 
a Pavilion to be put upon the Terraſs 
of the Palace, and that his Father's 
Concubines ſhould be brought thither, 
and lay with them in the Sight of the 
People, according to the Advice of 
Achitopbel, who had perſuaded him to 
it, “to the End, faid he, that all Yael 
may know that you have diſhonoured 
your Father; and that after ſo great 
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an Injury no one dare preſume to leave 


you. 


ArrTzz this Action ſo deteſtable, 
Abſalom gave Orders for having a 
Council to conſult what was to be 


further done. 4chitophel, the firſt who 


began the Revolt, adviſed immediately 


to the Purſuit of David, provided he 
might have 12,000 Men for the Ex- 
pedition.“ I wall ſurpriſe him, ſaid 
he, weary, diſheartened, and unable to 


defend himſelf, engage him with little 
Danger or Trouble, diſpatch him out 


of the Way, and after his Death 
we ſhall reſt in Peace. Abſalom, and 


all the old Councillors, approved the 


Propoſal and Advice of Achitophel : 
But Huſhai, well knowing, that if it 
was followed, the King muſt be ine- 


vitably loft, oppoſed it with great 


Warmth. © My Lord, ſaid he to 


Abſalom, it is of the laſt Conſequence 
to you, that you ſet out well. You 
know the King your Father; he is 
the Man in the World the moſt va- 

liant, 
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liant, and is well verſed in all the 
Stratagems and Arts of War. He has 
but few Men with him it is true, but 
they are old Veterans, accuſtomed to 
overcome; and what will they not 
do to defend their own Lives, and that 
of their King? Neither is it to be be- 
lieved, they are ſo eaſily to be ſur- 
priſed; they muſt be overcome by 
Numbers; muſter up the Strength of 
Iſrael from Dan to Bathſbeba, and 
then march yourſelf at the Head of 
them, againſt thoſe Men that follow 
the Fortune of your Father, who, 
brave as they are, yet will not be able 
to reſiſt a ſuperior Force, but muſt 
fall, and be totally overcome. 


T EIS Advice, which had but 
little of Truth in it, did however ap- 
pear to be moſt fore, and was follow 
ed by the Permiſſion of God, who 

would fave David his Servant. Achito- 
_ þhel, enraged at his not being believed, 
and his Counſel followed, went ſtorm- 
ing away to Gelemont, the Place where 


he 
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he was born, called all his Relations 
and Friends together,. to let them 
know that Abſalom would not follow 
the faithful Advice he had given him; 


that he was a loſt Prince; that David 


would ſoon remount his Throne : And 
that for himſelf, he knew how to take 
that Part which became a Man of 
Courage and Reſolution ; and that 
he would not give them the Diſplea- 


ſure of ſeeing him die an infamous 


Death. When he had thus delivered 
himſelf, he left them, and a little 
Time after hanged himſelf. 


In the mean while Huſbal, at his 
going out from Council, apprifed the 


High Prieſt, according to the Order 


he had received from-the King, when 


he parted from him, of all that had 


paſſed, that he might acquaint the 
King that he ſhould not ſtay that 


Night in the Plain of the Wilderneſs, 
but paſs immediately over Jordan, 


for fear Abſalom ſhould alter his Mind, 
and fall upon his Father before he 
oo 7 was 
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was in a Place 'of Saftey, Theſe 
holy and faithful Priefts, diſpatched 


away their Children to the King, who 
overtaking David at Bahurim, obliged 


him to march all Night, and to paſs 
Jordan before Dy 59 


Hz marched direal y to Mahanaim, 
the ſtrongeſt Place in the Country, 
where he was received with great De- 
monſtrations of Love and Reſpect, 
and there aſſembled his little but in- 
vincible Army, compoſed moſtly of 


Officers and old hardy Veterans, who 


had gained him ſo manyBattles, in ſub- 


duing the neighbouring Nations, and 


who would die for his Service when it 
was neceſſary, to conſerve his Crown 
and Life. All the neighbouring Places 


about Mabanaim afhſted the King 


with what they were able; and a- 
bove all; Barzillai of Regelim in Gilead, 
brought him all Sorts of i 


and _ him Maſter of all his NE: 


which were very great. 
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In the mean Time 44/alom, at the 


the Head of a formidable Army, paſſed 


Jordan, for to lay Siege to Mahanainn. 
He choſe Amaſa, his Coufin-german, 
for his General, and encamped in the 


Country of Gilad, 


Dis, i; much inferior in 
Number, would not attend him in the 
City; but divided his Troops into 
three Bodies, which he gave the Com- 
mand of to Foab, Abiſhai, and Ethai 


of Cath. He would have been in the 
Battle himſelf, but the Generals in- 


treated him not to hazard his Perſon, 
ſo dear to them. If we are beaten, 
our Enemies will think 
they have done but little ; you alone 


are more conſiderable than 10,000 
Men; and do you continue in the City 
to 1 us in caſe of Need.“ Go 
then, ſaid the King, my Fellow Sol- 


diers, and conquer our Enemies: I 


will do as you deſire me. Fight va- 


liantly, and above all ſpare the Life 


of 
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of my Son Ab/alom.” Then the Ge- 
nerals took leave of the King, and, at 


the Head of their Men, marched a- 
long the Side of Jordan. | 


Joa, who faw that he Enemies 


Army was four Times ſtronger than 
his, knew well to take all the Advan- 
tages; and accordingly poſted him- 


ſelf in a little Plain, having behind 


him the Foreſt of Ephraim, and De- 
files by which it was impoſſible for 


the Enemies to come and attack him. 


Abſalom, who truſted in the great 


Number of his Soldiers, came and 


fell upon him in this advantageous Si- 


tuation. The Battle was very fierce, 


diſtinguiſhing themſelves by prodigious 
Actions of Valour on both Sides. But 
David's old Soldiers, always invincible, 


broke through all that oppoſed them: 


And this great Army, without Expe- 


rience, conſiſting chiefly of new 
raiſed Men, were put to the Rout, 
leaving 20,000 ſlain on the Place of 
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Battle; and the reſt were glad to > favg 
, themſelves by Flight. 


Abſalom being mounted on a Mule, 
perceiving the Battle loft, fled the 
Field with great Swiftneſs; but in his 


Flight through the Foreſt, his Hair, 


which was of great Length, and lift- 
ed up bythe Wind as he rode, caught 


in the Branch of a Tree in ſuch a 


Manner, that the Mule paſſed from 
under him, ſo that he was left ſuſ- 
pended thereby on the Free. A 
Soldier found him in this Condition, 
and went and told Joab of it. Why, 
ſaid Joab to him in a great Fury, didſt 
thou not kill 44/alom ? To which he 
replied, That he would never kill the 
Son of his King. Toab then went 
himſelf to 46/alom,and flew him. Now 
he ordered the Retreat to be ſounded, 
and forbid his Men to purſue the Ene. 
my. And they took the Body of 
Abſalom from the Tree, and flung it 
into a great Pit which Was in the 
Wood. 
'Trvs 
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Tus died this young Prince, of 
the Blood-Royal by his Mother's as 
well as Father's Side, to whom Na- 
ture had been very liberal, he being 
adorned with all the external Graces 
required to render a Man pleaſing to 
all: Nor were his internal Endow- 
ments leſs than thoſe of the Body ; he 
had that Addreſs and Art as UN 
him Maſter of. the Hearts of the 
People: But becauſe he did not reſpect 
God nor Man, and that his Ambition 
had blinded him, we ſee him the 
 Murderer of his Brother, the Perſe- 
cutor of his Father, and all his De- 
ſigns vaniſh into Smoke, and training 
him on to a Death worthy his Crimes, 


Wu Joab faw the Battle won, 
and Abſalom dead, he directed Huſbai 
to go and acquaint the King with the 
News. But Abimaas, the Son of 
Zadok the High-Prieſt, having ob- 
tained Permiſſion to go alſo, he took 
the ſhorteſt Way, and got before Hu- 
oat. The King had Le himſelf 
28 4 | between 
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between the two Gates of Mahanaimm, 


when the Centinel, who was upon the 
Gate, cried to the King, that he faw 


a Man coming full Speed from the Side 


of the Army. If he is alone, ſaid the 
King, he brings good News.” A Mo- 
ment after the ſame Centinel cried out, 


That the firſt who ran was Ahbimaaz, 


the Son of Zadeok. Since it is him, ſaid 
the King, we have won the Battle; 
and Abimaas, although at a good 


Diſtance, with a loud Voice ſaid, 


My Lord, God protect you, the Re- 
bels are ieee 
him, «Is my Son Abſalom alive? Abhi- 
maar anſwered, When I came away, 
I heard a great Noiſe, but I do not 
know the Meaning of it. Huſbai 
arrived immediately after, and told 
the King, «© You have gained the Vic- 


tory, and God hath this Day declared 
But the King inter- 


in your Favour: 
rupting him, asked if his Son Abſalom 
was alive ?” That all the Rebels, re- 
plied Huſbai, that all the Enemies of 
my King were treated as he has been! 
T hen 


The King ſaid to 


Then the King ſaw his Son was 


dead; his Heart was touched with 
| Compaſſion, he went above the Gate 


and wept; walked faſt to and again; 


and from Time to Time faid, My Sor 
Abſalom, Ablalom my Son, would 


to God I had died for 1 1 My Son 
Abſalom, Abſalom my Son [ 


HE had Re him better than all 


his Children; and although his Re- 


volt from his Duty Ks the King 


very ſenfibly, he had always Hopes to 
bring him to his Duty : But ſeeing 
Tein dead in his Sin and Impenitence, 
in the Hatred of God and of Men; he 


had not one Subject of ee 


and ſaw that as much as he loved him, 


yet he died unhappy to all Eternity. 
Taz King's Grief for the Death of 


Abſalom ſoon reached the Army, 
whole Joy for having got the Victory 
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was now turned into Mourning: The 


Soldiers entered into the Town of Ma- 


| eim, with down- caſt Eyes full of 
| K | Tears, 


h 
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Tears, as if_ they had loſt, and not 
won the Day. But Toab knowing the 
great Action he had newly done, and 


not being able to ſuffer any longer what 


he thought a Weakneſs in his Maſter, 
went to the Place to which he had re- 


tired himſelf to bemoan his Son's un- 
timely Death; and ſeeing the King's 
Head covered, and hearing him fay 


with a loud Voice, Abſalom ny Sor, 
any Son Abſalom! „ My Lord, ſaid 
Joab to him in a tierce Toe. Is it 
thus that you receive thoſe, who, at 
the Expence of their Blood, have faved 
your Crown and Lite? You do not 
much trouble yourſelf about what has 


been done for you; and if we had all 


been ſlain you would rejoice, ſo that 
your Rebel Son had been ſtill alive. 
Leave this Place Sir, and come with 
me and ſpeak to your Soldiers, that 
they may ſee you, and be contented ; 

for if you do not do it, I ſwear by the 
living God, that we will one and all 


unden you; and that this Night 
there 
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there will not reſt one of them near 
you. 


TAE King, in the Midſt of his 
Affliction, ſaw that the Tenderneſs of 
a Father ought to give way to the 
Duty of a King; and that he ought 
no longer to hide himſelf from ſo 
many valiant Men, who had expoſed 
their Lives for the Preſervation of his ; 
and without ſhewing any Indignation 
at the Manner in which ab had ex- 
preſſed himſelf, at his having em- 
brued his Hands in the Blood of 
his dear Abſalom, he aroſe, went 
with him to the Gate of the City, 
and changed his Clothes to rejoice his 
Soldiers; and accordingly he ſhewed 
himſelf to them all. 


ArrzEx the Defeat of Abſalom, 
every one retired to his own Houle : 
And the King received an Account, 
that in all the Tribes they ſpoke of 
his Re-eſtabliſhment : „He has deli- 
vered us from the Ph; Nines, ſaid 
K 2 me 
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the People, he is our good King; 
Abſalom, whom we made King, is 
dead ; what ſtay we then for? Let 
us go to our David, our good King 
below Jordan, and pray that he ſtill 
continue to govern and to reign over 
us as before. | 


So ſoon as the King knew how the 
People ſtood affected to him, he di- 
rected Zadok and Abiathar to repre- 
ſent to the Tribe of Judah, that it 
was for their Honour to bring back 
the King, and not let the others di- 
ftinguiſh themſelves by a more early 
Zeal than they ; he himſelf being of 
the Tribe of Fu dah, they ought to 
ſhew a good Example, and be te firſt 
to return to their Duty. And he alſo 
charged Zadok and Abiatbar, to let 
ee know, that he ſhould loſe 
nothing; for that he would appoint 
him General in the Room of Joab. 
Zadok and Abiathar returned for An- 
ſwer to the King, that he needed only 
but to return to Jerusalem, the 

People 
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People being diſpoſed to receive him.” 
Then David departed from Mahanaim, 

and came towards Jordan; and all 
Judab came to Gilgal to meet him, 
and to conduct him over Jordan. 
There came allo half of the other 
Tribes. Shimmer, at the Head of 1000 
Men of the Tribe of Benjamin, was 
the firſt who paſſed Jordan; he flung 
himſelf at 55 King's Feet. © Sir, 
ſaid he, treat me not as I deſerve, for 
I merit Death; but I am the firſt to 
acknowledge. my Crime, and to re- 
turn to my Duty and Obedience.“ 
Then faid Abiſbai, „And ſhall not 
Shimei be put to Death for curſing the 
Lord's Anointed ?” “ No, replied the 
King, he ſhall not die: Is this a Day 
to put to Death an 1/rae/ize? And 
fince God hath this Day pardoned me 
in reſtoring me to my Throne, is it 
not juſt that I forgive alſo thoſe who 
have done ill againſt me?” 


Banz klLAI of Gilead e 
the King as far as Jordan; - and the 
E 
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King preſſing him to proceed on with 
him to Jeruſalem, and paſs the Re- 


mainder of his Days with him. „Sir, 
ſays he, Iam fourſcore Vears of Age; the 
Pleaſures of Life are no longer what I 


can taſte or be ſenſible of; I ought 
rather to think of Death, and I would 


die in my own Country. But, Sir, 


here is my Son whom I preſent to you; 
he is young, he ſhall wait on you and 
ſerve you.“ The King tenderly em- 
braced the good old Man at parting, 


and bleſſed him, and took his Son 


Chamaan with him, on whom he 
afterwards conferred many Favours, 
for Braz1illai's Sake, 


SO has as the News of David's 
having repaſſed Jordan was known, 


and that all the Tribe of Judah were 
with him, the Principal of all the 


other Tribes came likewiſe to the 


King, and expreſſed their Concern, 


that thoſe of Judah had got the Start 
of them by being firſt with the King ; 
ling, Is he not David our King 


ad. 
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as well as theirs ? why ought we not to. 


| ſhare in the Glory of bringing him back 
in Peace to his own City?” Inſomuch 
that high Words aroſe between thoſe 
of Fudah and thoſe of 1/rae]/: And 


one Sheba, the Son of Bichri, a Ben- 


jamite, a Man of little Worth, and 
who hoped to make his Fortune in 
Trouble, immediately ſounded a 


Trumpet, and ſaid, We have no 


Part in David, neither have we any 
Inheritance in the Son of Jeſſe; every 
Man to his Tent, O Vrael. Where- 
upon thoſe very People, who were one 
Moment before diſputing with thoſe of 
Zudah, the Glory of ſerving the King, 
now quitted him in Tumult, and fol- 
lowed Sheba. 


Tus King was no way aſtoniſhed 


at it, but went on towards Feruſalem, | 


whine „upon his Arrival, he found 


Mephiboſheth, who threw himſelf at | 


the King's Feet, (his Clothes were 
rent, and he had not been ſhaved ſince 

the Revolt of Abſalom,) and prayed 
K 4 that 
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that the King would do him Juſtice, 
for that he had been wronged by Ziba 
his Servant: © For, ſaid he, Ziba pre- 


vented my waiting on the King in his 


Troubles: He has calumniated me 
to you; but, Sir, you are as an Angel 
of God; you ſee that I am innocent; 
do with me as ſhall ſeem good in your 
Sight: You have given me all that 
appertained to my Grandfather Saul; 

you have taken all away from me 
again, and given it to that Traitor 
-Ziba. I murmur not at it my Lord, 
it belongs to you; and whatever may 


yet be permitted me to receive, will 


be more than I merit from you. 


TAE King would not hear Me- 


 phiboſheth's Juſtification ; and without 


farther enquiring into the Truth of 
the Complaint, ordered Ziba and he 
to ſhare the Land between them. «Let 
him keep all, T readily conſent tb it, 
ſaid Mephibeſheth ; J am contented 
ſince I ſee my Lord and my King 
returned fate,” 


Þ this Occaſion it 
ant | 
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cannot be denied, but that the Son of 
Jonathan perfectly imitated the Ge- 
neroſity of his Father; and that David, 


on the contrary, appeared very little 
like himſelf. p 


So ſoon as he was entered into his 
Palace, he ordered the ten Concubines 
that he had left to keep it, ſhould be 
ſhut up in a Part of the Palace, where 
they continued till their Deaths. He 
declared, according to the Promiſe he 
had male Zadok and Abiathar, A. 
maſa General of his Army, in the 
Place of Joab, whom he. hoped there- 
by to humble; and gave Orders that 
| Amaſa ſhould afſemble the Troops of 
Fudah together; and that in three 
Days he ſhould march with them a- 
gainſt Sheba. But as he did not re- 
turn ſo ſoon as he was appointed, and 
that SHeba would gather more Strength, 

fortify and make himſelf Maſter of 
ſome ſtrong Place, the King com- 
manded Abiſbai to march againſt him 
with his Guards, the 600 old f | 
wie 
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who would never abandon him; and 
all thoſe he had the Command of. 
Abiſbai went from Feruſalem; and 
his Brother Jab, tho diſcontented 
that his Charge was taken from him 
and given to another, yet would go 
as a Voluntier in this Service. When 
they were near the Great Stone in 
Gibeon, they met Amaſa, who was 
bringing Troops to the Aſſiſtance of 
the King. Toad went to his Succeſ- 
ſor, and told him, that he was wel- 
come; and having, as if it were by 
Chance, dropped his Sword out of 
the Sheath, he drew it quite out, and 
run it through Amaſa, who died 
on the Spot. The Troops were ready 
to receive ab as their General: 
They had for a long Time been ac- 
bi 5" ry under his Orders, to take 
bei and gain Victories ; and each 
Soldier in paſſing by the Corps of 
Amaſa, inſulted it; © Behold, ſaid 
they, the Man that would be David $ 
General.” 


| Joan 
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Joas having thus retaken the Com- 
mand of the Army, marched againſt 
Sheba, who after having gone thro 
all the Tribes of Iſrael, and not being 
ſtrong enough to make a Campaign, 
ſhut himſelf up in Abel, a ſtrong City 
in the Tribe ws Maptbali. Toab fol- 
lowed him hither, and laid Siege to 
the Place, ſwearing that he would put 
every Soul to the Sword : But the In- 
habitants cut off the Head of Sheba, 
and flung it from the Wall. Toad, 

_ contented with the Death of the chief 
of the Rebels, ſpared the City, and 
retu rned to Feruſalem. 


On the firſt News of the Murder 
Amaſa, David was tranſported with 
Anger and Indignation ; he remem- 
bered all the Violences oab had com- 
mitted; how he had aſſaſſinated 
Abner in his Court, almoſt before his 
Eyes; with what Cruelty he had 
pierced the Heart of his dear and fa- 
vourite Son Ab/alom; and reſolved now 


to puniſh him for all his Faults, which 
he 
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he had diſſembled till now. But on the 
other hand, when he reflected how 
Foab had in the very Beginning fi- 
niſhed the late Revolt, which might 
have proved of dangerous Conſequence 
had it gotten Head, he remembered 
that this was not the only Time he 
had ſecured him in the Throne; that 
he was the firſt who mounted the 
Breach at the Siege of on; that he 
had conducted his er WEIR Army | 
from Egypt tothe Euphrates; and that Sub 
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| on all Occaſions he fatigued himſelf kne 
4 for his Good, leaving the Glory of all the 
1 he had done to him. He alſo reflect- ack 


ed that Joab was Maſter of the Army, tka 
and intirely beloved by the Soldiers: rods 


And although it was not very agreeable of e 
to him to ſee one of his Subjects fo i Ani 
have ſo great an Authority in his con 
Hand, he believed however that it was I {tis 


the Will of God. He humbled him- by 
felf before him, the wiſe Diſpoſer Seen 
of all Things. Without heſitating ts 
any longer, = confirmed Joab in the ati 
Charge of General. Benaiab com- fire, 
2 | manded f 


_ 
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manded his Guards, and the 600 Men; 
Adoram received the Tribute; Jebo- 
ſpaphat was Recorder; Show Wag 
Secretary; Zadok and n were 


High-Prieſts; and Ira of Jair a 


a chief Ruler about David. 


Sous time aſter 3 great Famine 
began throughout the Kingdom, and 
continued for three Years. David, af- 
fliged to ſee the Sufferings of his 


Subjects, had recourſe to God. He 


knew that nothing could happen in 
the World without his Order; and he 


asked by the Mouth of the Prophets, 


what he ought to do to make the Fa- 
mine ceaſe, and turn away the Wrath 
of God. The Prophets returned for 


| Anſwer, That the Famine would 
continue till the Gibeonites ſhould be 


ſatisfied for the Outrages done them 


by Saul. Then David ſent immedi- 


ately to the Principal of the Gzbeo- 
nites, and demanded of them ' what 


Satisfaction they required? «© We de- 


tire, faid they, a full Vengeance on 
the 
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the Family of aul: This perfidious 


Prince hath perſecuted us, and, with- 


out any Regard to the Alliance ſworn 


to us by Joſbua, and by the Princes of 
the Tribes of 1/-aez!, he would have 


wholly exterminated us from off the 


Earth: We deſire that ſeven Perſons 
of his Family may be delivered to us, 
to theEndwe mayput them to Death.” 

The King granted their Requeſt, and 
put ſeven of Jaul's Family into their 


Hands, who were all ſlain ; (but he 


ſpared Mephiboſhetrh for the Sake of 
Jonathan,) and the Famine ceaſed. 
But the Famine was no ſooner at an 
End, but a new War began; the 
Philiftines began again to trouble him: 
He marched againſt them at the Head 
of his Army; gave them Battle, which 
was very bloody ; and the King being 


old, had over-heated himſelf, and grew 


weary during the Fight; fo that J- 
bibenob, a Man of prodigious Stature, 
made up to him in this. Eſtate, and 
had certainly killed the King, but A. 

e 
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 biſhai, the Son of Zeruiab, came up 
to his Rod, and ſlew the Phili Nins. 


TAE ; gent Dunger the King had 
been in troubled the whole Army : 
All the Officers and Soldiers proteſted 
to him, that they would never ſuffer 
him to expoſe himſelf any more in the 
Battle, and remonſtrated to him that 
he ought to take more Care of a Life 
fo precious to his People. He had, 
after this, many Encounters with the 4 


Philiſtines, in which they were always 2 


overcome. In fine, he confined them 
to their Cities, from whence they durlt 
not any more ſtir. 


Havi now ſubdued all his Ene- 
mies, he ſaw himſelf in a profound 
Peace: He began to reflect in his Me- 
mory on the many Adventures he had 
met with in all the Paſſages of his 
Life, through which he knew he had 
been conducted ſafe by the Hand of 
God, the Knowledge of which he 

would extend to Poſteriry; by the 


admi- 
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admirable Canticles which he has 


left behind him, where the Truth of 


his Heart are as viſible as his Words; 


and where he ſays, tranſpor ed be- 
'yond himſelf; That God is his ſure 


Rock, his Force, his Protector, his 


Buckler, and the Strength of his Sal- 
vation: By which different Expreſ- 


ſions he would have it underſtood, 


that all he ſaid was infinitely below 
what he conceived; 


Tongue could not reach the Dictates 
of his Heart. Then again, in his 


Pſalms he would expreſs how he had 


overcome Goliab; how he had by 
the Means of Michal. eſcaped the 
Death Saul had prepared £5 him; 


how he had ſaved himſelf out of the 
Hands of the King of Gath, by feign- 
ing himſelf mad. Another while he 


thought of the Cave of Adullam, 


where he wanted every thing, and was 


every Moment ready to fall into the 


Power of Saul; of the Wilderneſs of 
Engeddi, where he had the Command 


of himſelf to Tpare the, Like of Saul. | 
oo % 


and that his 
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He forgot not the Taking of Sion; 
that ke in fo many Battles' defeated 
the 'Philiflines, the Moabites, the Au- 
monites, and the Syrians : That he 
had puthed his Conqueſts as far as the 
Euphrates ; that he had always ac. 
knowledged his Succeſſes to the won- 
derful Goodneſs of the Almighty; and 
for to acknowledge his Gratitude, he 
had conducted the Ark to Feru/alem. 
Thefe agreeable Contemplations filled 
kim with Joy and Confidence in God. 
But when he reflected on the great 
Sin he committed in the Death of cne 
of his faithful Servants, that he might 
ſatisfy his Paſſion by loving his Wife; 
that Murder had followed Adultery ; 
he wanted Words to expreſs his Grief 5 
he would beat his Breaſt; would 
cover his Head with Aſhes ; he would 
faſt, pray, and ſhed Abundonte of 
Tears; : And although God had aſ- 
ſured him by the W uk of the Pro- 
phet, that this Sin was forgiven him, 
he yet continued to grieve for it, eyen 
to the laſt "Ons his Life, 

TS Ix 
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IN this Manner this pious King 
paſſed his Days and Nights in ſinging 
the Praiſes of God : He was a great 
Lover of Poetry; he compoſed: his 
Pſalms in Verſe in divers Manners, and 


| ordained that the Levites ſhould ſing 


them on the Sabbath, and in the Days 
of Thankſgiving ; and had ſeveral 


Inſtruments of Muſic prepared for 
that Purpoſe, as Violins with ten 


Strings, which were played in with an 


Archet ; Pſalteries of twelve Notes, 


played on with the Fi ingers, and many 


others, the Names of winch have 


been loſt. 


HX e Life i in great =" 
quility, beloved of his Subjects, whom 
he governed with great Wiſdom; fear- 


ed by his Neighbonrs, who had to 


their Coſt experienced that he was not 
to be infulted or invaded, in the 
Midſt of thoſe Soldiers, who never 
left him, and of whom the Scripture 
makes ſuch honourable Mention: He 


had them always near his Perſon ; A- 
5 


. 
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Bino, who ſlew 800 Philiftines; Ele- 
azar, who in a Battle himſelf ſtopped 
the Enemy's Victory, and gave Time 
to the 1/raelizes to rally and force the 
Victory from the Enemy; Semma, 
whom, in all Combats, nothing could 
ſtop or hinder from breaking the Ene- 
my; Abiſhai, who had faved his 
Life by {laying the Giant Iſpbibenob 


before- mentioned; Benaiab, who 


without other Anil than a Club 8 


Stick, killed a Lion in a Ciſtern into 
which he had fallen by Chance. And 
it is to be wondered at that the 
Scripture, which ſo often makes Men- 
tion of theſe great Men, ſpeaks ſo little 
of Joab, who was not inferior to any 
for Strength, Courage, Conduct, and 
Experience. The Scripture mentions 
Abiſhai and Azael the two Brothers, 
and alſo his Armour-bearer : But names 
not the Man, who, at the taking of Sion, 
firſt mounted the Breach, and gained 
the Charge of General. But it may 
be thought, that the holy Scripture, 
by. omitting this, would ſhow the 

L 2 Horror 
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Horror it had to the Murders com- 
mitted by Joab on the Perſons of 


Avner and Amaſa; and give us to 
underſtand thereby, that a Man Who 
could place no Bounds to his Ambi- 


tion, merited not to be named among 
illuſtrious Men. 


Ir appeared that David, tried in ſo 
many Occaſions, and always faithful 
to his God, kept the latter Part of his 
Life ee offending : It look- 

ed alſo that his Sin with Bathſbeba, 
and the Death of Uriah, had ſuſh- 
ciently made it appear to him, that 
the moſt Pious ought to be continually 


upon his Guard, and always. This 


pious King, who every Day ſhed 


Tears of Repentance, could not how- 


ever reſiſt Vanity and Pride, two E- 


nemies which generally attend: the 


Rich and Proſperous: He would 


know the Number of his Subjects, and 
ordered oa to take an Account 


thereof; believing that this would be 


to 
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to the Glory of God, when in Effect 
it was only to himſelf. | 


ALTHO' Foab thought this but an 
odd Thing in the King, yet neverthe- 
leſs he obeyed his Commands; he 
paſſed over Jordan, and went to A- 
roer in the Valley of Gad, and to 
Jeger : He went from thence to Ga- 
lead; croſſed the Wood of Dan; went 

along the Coaſt of the Sydonians and 
Brians; paſſed through the Country 
of the Hivites and Canaanites; came 
to Beerſheba, and returned to Feru- 
ſalem, after nine Months and twenty 
Days: He brought back and preſent- 
ed to the King an exact Lift of all 
ſuch as were fit to bear Arms; to the 
Number of 500,000 in the Tribe of 
Judah, and 800,000 in all the other 
Tribes, without including the Tribes 
of Benjamin and Levi. 


WEN David ſaw that he was 
Monarch over ſuch a numerous People, i 
he placed a great Value on himſelf; = 
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but it was but ſhort-lived, for the 


Prophet Gad came to him from God, 


and told him, «© Thou haſt ſinned, 
O King, and God will puniſh thee 


for it; chuſe then a ſeven Years Fa- 
mine, or a War, wherein you ſhall be 


always worſted for three Months, or 
a Plague for three Days.” © I had 
rather, replied the King, fall into the 
Hands of a merciful God, than into 


the Hands of Man ; the Famine ny 


War will only afflict my Subjects: I 
chuſe therefore the Plague, which _ 
fall upon the Guilty as well as the 
Innocent: And immediately the 


Plague fell on the People of 1/rae!, 
and there died of it the firſt Day ſe- 


venty thouſand. The King, covered 
in Sackcloth, and the Head with 
Aſhes, proſtrated himſelf before God, 


and endeavoured to turn away by 


Wrath; when in lifting up his 4 — 


to Heaven, he beheld the Angel of 


the Lord with a Sword in his Hand, 


over the City of 7 Jeruſalem. « © 
Lord, faid David, 1s it not I who 


have | 


The LI ER of Davio. I51 
have occaſioned this Misfortune to my 
People? is -it not I who have done 
amiſs ? what then have theſe innocent 

People done, but obeyed their Sove- 
reign? O Lord God, puniſh the 
Guilty, and let the Innocent be 1 in 
Peace.” 


His Prayers diſarmed the Anger of 
God, and the Plague ceaſed; and ac- 
cording to the Advice of the Prophet 
Gad, he built an Altar in the Threſh- 
ing Floor of Araunab the Jebulſite, 
upon the Hill of Moriab, near to 
Mount Sion ; and perceiving that his 
Sacrifices were acceptable to God, he 
reſolved to build the Temple there. 
This was the ſame Place where Abra- 
ham, 840 Years before, would have 
offered up his Son Jaac as God had 
directed him. 


. bois an then to make the ne- 
ceſſary e ee for to lay the 
Foundations of the Temple, although 
he knew this great Work was n 
L4 for 
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for his Son Solomon. He employed 


24,000 Strangers, who were Inha- 


bitants in his Kingdom; ſome to cut 
Stones, others to carry them. The 
Tyrians and Sidonians ſent him Cedar 
Wood, and he got Tools from all 
es, with vaſt Quantities of Braſs 
and Iron. 


HE was not at this Time above 
ſeventy Yearsof Age: But as he had 
ſuffered much in bis younger Days ; 
and that his Journies and continual 
Wars had extremely fatigued him; 


his Strength began to fail him, and 


his natural Heat to decline; he was 
for the moſt Part in his Bed, and yet 


could hardly be kept warm; inſo- 


much that the Phy Golan preſcribed 
that they ſhould 50 Abiſag, a beau- 
tiful young Virgin, to Bed to him to 
keep him warm. 


Tun Weaknels of the King, and his 
Death, which was approaching every 
mw more and more vifibly, made thoſe 

about 
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about him beginto think of a Succeſſor. 
The Court was at that Time divided 
into two Parties. Bathſbeba was for 
having her Salomon ſucceed him, altho* 
but twelve Years old, and had of her 

Side /Vathan the Prophet, Zadok and 

| Benaiah the Captain of the Guards, 
and all thoſe brave Soldiers who had 
been ſo faithful to David. On the 
other Side 4donijah, the Son of Ag- 

gith, was the eldeſt of the King's 

Sons : His Birth, Age, and the Graces 
of his Perfon, ſeemed to deftine him 
for Empire: Foab, General of the 

Army, and Abiathar, declared for 

him. He had before made himſelf - 

Chariots, and had always a Guard of 

fifty Men to attend him, which the 

King never reſented in him. He re- 
ſolved then without Delay to get him- 

felf proclaimed; he ordered a great 

Feaſt to be prepared in the Suburbs of 

the City, to which he invited Joab, ; 

Abiathar, and all ſuch as were in his 

Intereſt, as likewiſe all his Brothers 


Except Solomon. 


Nurse 
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Narhax the Prophet was ſoon 


adviſed hereof; and as he knew that 
it was the Will of God, that Solomon 


ſhould ſucceed his Father in the 


Throne, he waited on Bathſbeba, and 
adviſed her to go immediately to the 
King, and acquaint him with what 
was doing, and to remind him of the 


Promiſe he had ſo often repeated, that 


Solomon ſhould be his Succeſſor ; aſ- 
ſuring her at the ſame Time, that he 


would attend the King, whilſt ſhe 
ſhould be talking to him upon this 


Subje&, and ſecond all that he ſhould 
ſy in relation thereto, 


| BATHSHEBA followed this good 
Counſel, and entered into the King's 


, and ſaid to him, « My 


Lord, you have ſworn to me by the 
living God, that your Son S0 
homon ſhould reign after you; yet at 
this Inftant Adonijab will mount the 


Throne, without your knowing any 
thing of it. He has made a Feaſt, to 


warn Joab and Abiathar are in- 
vite 95 


ENS. * 
————— 
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vited, but Solomon is forgot; there he 
intends to get himſelf proclaimed 
King; all the People expect that you 


ſhould declare your Pleaſure, and that 
ar ſhould give them a Maſter worthy 


to govern after you. Can you forget 
your Promiſe to me, Sir, and will you 
do nothing for your Son Solomon 9” As 
ſhe was thus talking with the King, 


MWathan came into the Room: Sir, 


ſaid he, is it g Pleaſure that Ads 
nijah ſhall reign ? Joab hath pro- 


claimed him King; is it by your 


Order? And why has he kept this a 
Secret from me.. Let Bazhſheba 
be called,” faid the King to him, with- 
out making him any Anſwer, ſhe 


having left the Room, when Matban 


came intoit ; and as ſoon as ſhe was re- 
turned, he foie. Great God, I have 


{worn that Solomon ſhould reign, and 
he ſhall this Day begin to do it.” 


HE . Somme e the 
Captain of his Guards, to place him 
fen the Mule the King himſelf uſed 


only 


* 

e e . TR A 4 R ae arm <4 Au 
— ape: ,,v/ bg * n 2 et JE. aha cs 

- . 4 * 2 y - -—-—— + — > r 

3 n 7 — = — ka 
" has... n 4 2 —— — IIS * tas tit a 
F 
: 
= 


te Ca Me a 
— — * —— — 


„ 
0 15 1 
©) 

2 

I „ 
4 


: "5 
* e ee, 


ov 323 
7 . 1 
Wo. 


156 The Lies of Davriy. 


only to ride on, accompanied with 


all his Guards, to Gibon : There, ſaid 


he, let Zadok and Wathan anoint 


him King, and proclaim him ſuch 
with Sound of Trumpet throughout 
the City, faying, —_ live Solomon, 
King of Ijrael.” 


Trzs: Orders were immediately 
put in Execution: Benaiab came 
forth out of the Palace at the Head of 
his Guards, and then the young Solo- 
mon mounted on the King's own 
Mule, having on each Side of him 


Zadok the Prieft, and Vathan the 


Prophet. And at the Sound of the 
Trumpets, the People gathered about 
them; and when they ſaw that this 


was done by the King's Order, they 


expreſſed their Joy by loud Acclama- 
tions. The Joy was univerſal, and 
every one cried out, Long Bos Solo- 
mon the King, When they had gone 
quite through the City , they returned 
to the Palace: And cl King under- 
_— that — had been pro- 


claimed 


* 


claimed to the great Satisfaction of the 
People, he returned Thanks to God, 
and worſhipped him. © Bleſſed be 
the Lord God of 1/rael, (ſaid David 
in his. Bed) bleſſed be the Lord' for- 
ever, who has given me the Conſola- 
tion to ſee my Son ſettled on the 
Throne.“ After which he ordered that 
Selomon ſhould come to him, and 
when he was come to the Bed-ſide, he 
ſaid to him, „My Son, to you I re- 
commend the Building of the Temple; 


I had myſelf a Deſign of doing it, but 


God forbad me to proceed therein ph 
his Prophet, and let me know. that 


this Honour was reſerved for one of 


my Children, who ſhould reign after 
me, who ſhould be named Solomon. 


In this Manner, before you were: born, 

God had deſtined you to be King; 
render yourſelf worthy of this Honour 
by your Piety and Love to Juſtice; 
obſerve yourſelf the Law, and fee that 
the Law which Moſes has left us be 
alſo obſcrved in your Kingdom; build 

the oY of the Lord; you have 
alread * 
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already Workmen neceſſary; I have 


amaſſed together a vaſt Quantity of 

Iron, Braſs, Timber, Stone, ten 
thouſand Talents of Gold, and one 
hundred thouſand Talents af Silver.“ 


In the mean time, all the Friends 
of Adonijah were diſperſed at the firſt 
Sound of the T rumpet ; 


an injured Brother, fled for Safety to 
the Altar, and would not depart from 
thence, till he was aſſured of his Life; 


then he, like the reſt, ſubmitted to the 


new King. 


D av 1D, not contented with what 
had been already done in regard to his 
Son Solomon being proclaimed, ſent for 
all theprincipal Perſons of each Tribe; 
all the Prieſts and Levizes. He choſe 


6,000 Levites to be Judges of the 


People, and 23,000 to lay the Foun- 
dation of the Temple, 4,000 to be 
Porters, and the reſt to fing Night 
and Day the Praiſes and Glory of 
God; 


and Ado- 
_ mijah fearing to fall into the Hands of 


God; he ordained that the Sacrificers 
and Levites ſhould ferve eight Days 
ſucceſſively in the Temple, from one 


Sabbath to another; and gave the 


Care of the Treaſure of the Temple 
to thoſe deſcended from Moſes, whom 


he particularly regarded and reſpected. 


After this he divided the 1 
into twelve Corps of 24, ooo each, 


be commanded by one Chieftain, "= 


ſhould have under him other General 


Officers and Captains; and that each 
of theſe Bodies of Men ſhould keep 


Guard' in their Turn, during one 
Month, about the King's Palace. 


ArTsz he had given theſe Orders, | 


he aſſembled the Princes of the twelve. 
Tribes, and the chief Officers, and 
ſpoke to them to this Effect. My 


Friends, behold your King, Solomon, 


my Son; I defire that, all my other 


Children may obey him without mur- 
muring, ſince God has choſen him to 
ſucceed me. I was the youngeſt of 
my F aher 8 Family as well as he; I 


pray 
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pray the Almighty God with all my 


Heart to accompliſh his Promiſe, that 
he hath vouchſafed to make me, that 


he will render you a happy and flour- 


thing Nation under his Reign ; and 
ou ſhall be ſo without Doubt. My 


Son, ſaid he, in turning to him, if 


you love Truth and Juſtice, and if 


you obſerve inviolably the Law which 


God hath given to our Fathers, then 
what I have faid ſhall certainly come 


to paſs. I have already recommended 
to you the Building of the Temple of 
the moſt High God; loſe no Time; 
I leave you ſufficient to do it withal, 
and I hope moreover that the Princes 


of the twelve Tribes, the Sacrificers 
and Levites, 5 contribute to and 


great Work. * 


Ar this Diſcourſe of the King” 85 the 
ſeveral Princes of the ſaid Tribes, the 
Prieſts and Levites, made Anſwer by 
loud Acclamations, and promiſed to 
contribute 5,000 Talents of Gold, and 
an infinite N umber of Jewels and: pre- 

cious 
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cious Stones. All the People were 
extremely pleaſed with their Liberality; 
and David, yet more pleaſed, ſaid, 
« O God, Father of the Wien 
King of Angela: and of Men, Pro- 
tector of the Hebrews, indue the Spi- 
rit and Heart of Solomon with all the 
Virtues, and beſtow the greateſt Bleſ- 
ſings on your choſen People! Then 
he commanded. them to praiſe. wa : 
Lord; and immediately they p 
ſtrated themſelves on the Earth ane 5 
God, and worſhipped his eternal and 
3 Majeſty; and afterwards every 
one. departed to his own Habitation, 
after having returned David their 
grateful and dutiful Acknowledg-· 
ment for his fatherly Care and Ten- 
derneſs towards them. The next 
Day great Sacrifices were offered up 
to the Lord; and all the People paſ- 
fed the reſt of the Day in Rejoicings, 
and Solon was a ſecond Time Prod 
thirged King. | 


LAN 
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162 The Lies of Davio. 
I ſome little Time after, Da- 
vid finding his Strength decay a- 


pace, ordered that Homon ſhould 


come to him. My Son, faid he, 
Jam now going to the Place where 
all our Fathers have gone; be cou- 
rageous in the Place I leave you; 
obſerve ſtrictly the Commandments 
of God; and if you are juſt and 
faithful therein, the Scepter will 
never be given from your Poſterity. 


Remember that Foab aflaſhnated 


Abner and Amaſa pf. forget not that 


all, have a particular Regard and 


Affection for the Sons of Barzillai 


of Gilead; love them for my Sake; 


you cannot ſu fficiently recompenſe 


them for what I have received from 


their _ and venerable F ather.” 


Dives, after having 2 delivered 
him ſelf to Solomon, gave up the Ghoſt 


at the Age of ſeventy Years; of 


7 5 he had ber 1 ; that is 


ſeven 


The LITE of DAVID. 163 
ſeven Years in Hebron over the Tribe 
of Judah, and thirty-three in Feru- 
ſalem over all the whole Nation of 
the Hebrews: Great King, greater 
Prophet, famed for his Victories, 
illuſtrious for his Piety and Repen- 
tance. 9 
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ADRIAN D RIFT, Eſq; 


11 


1 O whom can I mY more Jar 
| tice preſent the Character of a 


ſincere and perfect Friend, than to 


you, who is truly one in Effect. The 


5 Name that you bear, and which your 


Modeſty would willingly conceal, by 
not ſubſcribing it to your four Letters, 
ſhews there is nothing more eſſential 
to you than that excellent Quality; 
and for that very Reaſon, I thought, 

in acquitting myſelf of the Obligation 
due, to render you what is effectually 
yours. The Inclination you have to- 
wards elegant Things; the Sweetneſs 
of your Converſation; the Equality 
of your Humour; the Pleaſure you 


declare in pleaſing the World, are 


M 4 Charms 


DEDICATELON. 


Charms enow, appearing much more 


admirable in your Perſon, than thoſe 
that are unprofitably hid in the Mul- 
titude of others. It was this obliged 
me to offer up this Teſtimony to 


Truth, as having never known a more 


honeſt Man than you. Truth is a 
Voice from Heaven, and the Voice of 
all rational Men: It is not but that 
others may lay claim juſtly to Eſteem 


and Reputation where you are; but 


if J may be allowed to declare my 


Sentiments, I will dare to maintain, 


that yours daily appear ſo generous 


and noble, that one has no ſmall 


Trouble to find them out Parallels. 
I expoſe or mention theſe Virtues 
not to. praiſe you; your Actions 
are ſufficient to onin Eſteem. And 
I believe. I ſhall have done my Duty, 
in cancelling a Debt due to your Me- 


rit, and 5 J confeſs and ſubſcribe, ; 


That 7 am, your oft Obedient, neo 


Friend and Servant, . 


ADR1anN Drew. 


THE 


Avrnons PREFACE® 


Dear Reaper, 7 | 
JAV Book is ſmall, but Truth 
N plainly appears thera, in few. 

Words; for it is not always the Large- 
neſs of a Volume which conſtitutes the 
Beauty of a Work: The Perfection of 
a Pook is, as to my Opinion, when it 
may be read ina few Hours, and cannot 
be ſufficiently read without meditating 
uon it for many Years : And in order 
not to detain you long by an exten- 
five Preface, which might be made 
on this Subject; permit me to tell you 
that I have no other Deſign in this 
little Piece of mine, than to remark 
to you, that there is nothing ſo rare, 
nothing more dear than a faithful and 
perfect Friend; the Accompliſhment 
of which is not only very hard, but 


t appears that this Piece is a Trandlation from the 
L + arm. 


almoſt 


PREFACE... 
almoſt impoſſible ; and if you think 
Proper to give yourſelf the Trouble, 
and be attentive in reading the Dif. 
courſes paſſing on this Subject between 
Odore and Oxime, you will ſufficiently 
be inſtructed to know the Secret, and 
to diſcover ſo rich and precious a 
Treaſure, which is the moſt pleaſant, 


moſt agreeable, and moſt neceſſary in 


Life. Whoever finds a real Friend, 
finds a Treaſure. 


The Defonition of FRIENDS, 
| and ts Diſtincdion. 


1H E .* to conceive the 
II Matter, and form a true Idea 
of a faithful and perfect F riend, it is 


neceſſary to know the 8 of 


F riend(bip or from whence the Word 
has its Original. Friendſhip, accord- 


ing to the Doctrine of Ariſtotle, is no 


other Thing than a known and reci- 


procal Love: And the moſt eminent. 


Theologiſts aſſign a Difference that 
there is between the Love of Friend- 
ſkip, or Well- willing, and the Love of- 
a Perſon where Self- Intereſt is in 


View. The Love of Well-willing g,. is 


an Act of the Will, which makes us 
love and will Good to any Perſon, for 
the Sake of that Perſon; as when we 


love God upon the ſole Conſideration 


that he is God. The Love which 
our Intereſt cauſes for a Perſon, is alſo 


an Act of the Will, which makes us 
do Good to a Perſon, not for the 


Sake of the Perſon, but of the Action, 
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as hoping to advantage ourſelves by it. 
This Diſtinction being ſufficiently ex- 


plained, ſhews what Obſervation we 


ought to make in the Choice of a 
ſincere and perfect Friend. It is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, in order to clear or 
ſhew the Character in its Perfection, 


not to be ignorant of the Propoſals one 
may make on this Subject, which we 


may remark in the Diſcourſes of Odore 


and Ozime, which compoſe this little 
Tract, where we diſcover, in a ſin- 


Cre and perfect Friendſhip, the Trea- 


ſure which all the World ſearches 
after, and which is a "Thing the moſt 


entertaining, agreeable, and the moſt 


neceſſary in Life, I would ſay a. 


true 190 perfect Friend. 


— 


8 
« 


A 


DISCOURSE 


Concert NG CHE 


Sonic of. 0 DORE: and 0. 210 , 


a + 


.+,+0,0,0.w8; - 5944 
F it is true, my dear Oxime, ac- 
cording to the Opinion of Ariſtotle, 
and the Doctrine of St. Thomas, that 
true and ſincere Amity appears to be 
nothing beſides the known and reci- 
procal Foe of Well-willing, how can 
we be aflured, if he who calls himſelf 


our Friend, reſpects us, equally as we 


reſpect him, or that he ioves us- only 


for the Sake of himſelf ? 


CE + 
% 4 
1 N [ F 


„ 


| To judge of the Fidelity of as 
Friendſhip of him, who we preſume 


is our Friend, we ought firſt to exa- 


mine how we can love him; for if 


we think we can be loved witheanit a 
Return of that Love, i it is as much as tei 
fear 


2 "> 
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fear we ſhall not be cheated. It is 


the ordinary Error of thoſe that are 


rich and mighty, to imagine that they 


can acquire Favour, and buy with Sil- 


ver that which cannot be obtained 
otherwiſe, than from a known and 
reciprocal Love. If you would be 
loved, make a N of that Love. 


210417 n 7 
Ir is true, there is nothing fo g 

nerous as an honeſt Man, whoſe 5 
poſition is to do good to the Merito- 
rious: He loves perfectly, who loves 
himſelf; Force or Intereſt, can have 
no Effeet upon his Liberty; he gives 
to himſelf nothing but Friendſhip, and 
to the Pleaſure he has in ferving and 
obliging his Friends on all Occaſions, 
or where his Succours or Credit are 
neceſſary; and one ſees, that he makes 

ay Friend's Intereſt his own. 


Eon 02 I M E. 5 

Ir is fo, whatever is done, without 
Doubt: As one fays generally, there is 
LO 1 as 


_ FRIENDSHIP, uz 
nothing ſo dear, as there is nothing fo 
rare, as a Friend of that Sort. il 
charius, nil rarius; Motbing more 
dear, or more rare. e 
OZ TUR. | 
' Sincs there is nothing more dear; 
nothing more rare than a true Friend; 
what can we think of ſome Profle 
who praiſe themſelves without Occa- 
| ion, and boaſt every where of the 
Friends they e and A * — 


O DORE. 

How can one boaſt of having a 
great Number of Friends, ſince we find 
by Experience, that one has much 
Trouble to find one only in the Courſe 
of his Life? How can one have an A- 
bundance of a Thing which all the 
World wants, ſearches after, and no 
one finds it? which is ſo rare, that 
one ſays ſometimes, that it is more 
eaſy to find a white Blackbird than a 
feichful Friend ? Beſides, is it not a 


great Folly, to imagine ſuch an en- 
1 tire 
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tire Aﬀection from ſuch a Number of 
Perſons, without having Proof by 
Experience? Felix ſe neſcit amari : 

The happy Man cannot aſſure * 
felf that he is loved; and thoſe that 
are leſs happy, ought to be ſtill more 


uncertain ; it is this that perſuades 


me of this Truth, that no one can 
know if his Friends are faithful and. 


true, unleſs he has an Opportunity of 

tying their Fidelity: A true and a 
certain Friend is ſeen in Adverſity, 
Verus amicus & certus in re incerta 
cernitur. 7 


In Truth, it is a moſt. de olomble 


Caſe to ſee daily that many Perſons, 


notwithſtanding the Uncertainty which. 
they themſelves meet with, ftill con- 
tinue to make Friendſhips, to declare 
their Thoughts, to communicate their 


Deſigns, and to make a Diſcovery of 


their moſt ſecret and important Af- 
fairs, to thoſe whom they think their 


{ : And if one + at the 
__ Reaſon 


FRIENDSHIP. 13 


Reaſon of ſuch a Confidence, and ſo 
great a Familiarity, they have nothing 
elſe to depend upon, by a fair Declar- 
ation, but the W of thoſe — 
confide in. 
OZ TIM E. 

A Opinion of ſuch a Sort, in Af- 
; fairs of Importance, is generally at- 
tended with a grievous Conſequence, 
and dolefu! Experience; for if it is 
true, as I ſhall make it appear by my 
following Diſcourſe, that Truth and 
ſolid Amity is founded upon Virtue 
and Merit; and that Virtue and Me- 
rit never meet but among Men of in- 
genuous Tempers: What Confidence 
can a Perſon have in a Friendſhip 
founded upon the good Opinion one 
has of Mankind? And to prove 
which, let us examine, if you pleaſe, 
how many there are ſincere, virtuous, 
and faithful, without Fraud and Diſ- 
ſimulation, without Deſign and 
Treachery ; and we ſhall well know, 


- It all true, and ſincere Amities ought 
N to 


14 Dis couxs s concerning 
to be founded upon a ſimple Cre- 
dence, or upon the ſole Opinion of 
an 1 Fidelity. 


o DORE - 

I think that it is ſufficiently difficult 
to judge well of the Fidelity of thoſe 
Sort of Friends from Opinion. If one 
knows not the Difference between a 


falſe and faint Amity, and a ſincere 


and perfect one: If any one knows 


not, that a perfect Knowledge ought 


to precede that Amity ; if he rafhly 
believes the Diſcourſes of thoſe who 
call themſelves his Friends ; and if he 


concludes from their Speeches, when 


a Proof conſiſts in their Experience; 
without doubt he will be miſtaken, 


and that he will repent his 3 


dence, and blame his falſe Opinion. 


OZ IME. 


An, my dear Odore, that is a dif- 


flicult Matter to know the Difference, 
and to make a juſt Diſcernment be- 
tween a falſe and true Friendſhip ! 


The 


FREE NDSHIP- © 
The Heart is too much hidden in Mai 
ever to be perfectly known ; Tnſeru- 
tabiles ac profunde ſunt pectorun ca- 
vernæ, The Heart of Man is unſearch- 
able; it is an Abyſs, where one may 
be loſt, where the Depth is impene- 
trable, and in which the Windings and 
Receſſes are known by none but God, 
Scrutans corda & renes Deus, God 
ſearches the inward Parts of Man. 


O DOE. 

War you ſay, Ozime, is certain; 
and I am perſuaded, that you, as a 
wiſe Man, would not make or paſs 

your Opinion after this Manner, if 
there had not been ſome Diſgraces 
in Life, and ſome Diſappointments 
from it in your Proſperity : It is theſe 
Re: encounters which makes one per- 
pectly know and prove the Fidelity 
of a Friend; for thoſe who appear to 
have ſome Affection for him, and 
who, to ſpeak more proper, are only 
Friend to his Fortune, abandon him 
the Moment Fortune forſakes him; 


N2 thoſe 
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thoſe Friends who are Partakers of his 
Pleaſures, his Table, his Wine, retire 
when his Bottles and Casks are empty. 
Amicus menſæ non permanebit in die 
neceſſitate ; A Paraſite will continue 
ſecure to a Perſon while his Table is 


well furniſhed, and no longer. It is 


not the ec with thoſe ho are 
Friends of his Perſon; they will partake 


of his Affliction, and all his Pains ; - 


they will fort him, and not forſake 
uim in his Diſgraces: If it happens, 
that they forbear to ſuccour him in 
his Adverſity, it is merely through 


Neceſſity, and not from any falſe 
Friendſhip; and in Effect all which 


they do for him is in regard to that 


Merit and Value which accompanies 
him. 


„ 
Ir appears to me thus to know the 
Difference which is found between 


falſe and true Friendſhip; of which 


we ſhall ſpeak more "Ray in the 
following Diſcourſes, 


D 1 8. 
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DISCOURSE W 


Of Amity, which forms itſelf, and 
begins at the firſi Interview, and? 
between unknown Perſons. 


ODoRs. 

\ZI ME, if, as we believe, the moſt 
certain Pia of aperſetFriend- 
ſhip, in the Experience of Adverſity 
conſiſts; what can we think of that 
Friendſhip commenced in a Moment, 
at firſt Sight, and who at the firſt 
Encounter a each other ſo ſtrongly, 
that their Amity even laſts as long as 
Life? It cannot be the Knowledge of 
each other, nor a reciprocal Love be- 
fore that Intercourſe, becauſe they had 
no Time to know each other, nor 
even to ſhew any Marks of a mutual 
Affection; it is not Affliction or Ne- * 
ceſſity which has given Place to this WM 
Friendſhip, ſo ſtrong and conſtant. 
becauſe they have had not as yet an 11 

Opportunity of knowing each other's 
Cares. What then can cauſe an Amity 

to 1 and ſo immediate? 


N 3 . 


g © f 
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OZ1ME. 

Thar Queſtion, without doubt, is 
the moſt fair and moſt curious that 
one can make on this Subject; but 
Odore, it demands a great deal of 
Application. 

O DORE. | 

Is Truth, Ozime, I think it not 

leſs difficult to reſolve, than curious 


and eaſy to propoſe. 


OZzI M k. 


Ir is for that Reaſon, Odbre, that 


we ought well to examine, without 
forgetting any thing of all that we 
know curious, for the Satisfaction of 
thoſe who would beſtow ſome Time 
1n reading our Obſervations upon it. 


ODoRE. 
A Re- encounter of ſo extraordinary 
a Friendſhip makes itſelf ſometimes 
by common Ways; from Beauty, or 
from the Goodneſs of ſome Subject; 
Or appearing by Means ſurpriſing, as 
when 


FRIENDSHIP. 19 


when two or more Perſons, in one 
Inſtant, or the firſt Interview, bind 
themſelves ſo ſtrongly from ſome un- 
known Objects, that their Amity con- 
tinues ſo ſtrong, endures even to Death. 
It is very hard, without doubt, to know 
the Cauſe which knits them ſo ſtrongly. 
together in a Moment; even thoſe 
who were unknown to each other 
before, and in ſuch a Manner, as never 
to be ſeparated. 


0 Z I ME. 
5 0 Propoſition has before now 
been ſufficiently examined by the 
Sages and antient Philoſophers; there- 
fore I think it proper to introduce 
here their ſeveral Opinions. 
Son of them thought that it was 
cauſed by the Means of ſome certain 
Influences of the Stars which 
ſided at their Conceptions and Births. 
Others ſay that it is the Work of For- 
tune, and their Amours are ſhuffled 
together as Cards, to make a great 
Man of a Slave, and to raiſe a Beggar 
N 4 to 


*. 
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to a Nobleman ; and that ſhe fre- 
quently produces other like and ex- 
traordinary Effects. Others there are, 
who ſhew theſe to be the Effects or 
like Humours, or from Sympathy, as 


the following Experience will teach us. 
Many others have attributed theſe ex- 
traordinary Effects to Complexions 


or Habits of Body, or particularly to a 
like Reſemblance, which is a certain 


Mark of Amity and fingular Aﬀec- 
tions, which is highly probable. _ See 


here, my dear Odore, the Sentiments 


of antient Philoſophers upon this Sub- 
ject, which appears to us ſo difficult. 


O DO RRE. 


Ir appears to me, that the Secret of 


ſo extraordinary a Friendſhip ſtill con- 
tinues hid; and that above all that 
there is "OR particular and ſecret 
Spring, as in the Loadſtone, which 
we know not as yet. The Opinions 
of theſe antient Philoſophers are not 
ſufficient Proofs; the Demonſtrations 


a Effects by their Cauſes natural, but 


ill 
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ill fatisfy us. As all thoſe occult 
Qualities which ſignify nothing, and 


leave us in Doubt and in Ignorance 


of what we ſearch after; I beg of 
you, Ozime, to declare to me what 
you think of it, and to diſcover to 
me the Secret, if you know it. 


OZ IME. 
Seck you deſire to know my Sen- 
timents, touching the Difficulty of 
this Propoſition, I will ingenu- 
ouſly declare to you all that I know 
or believe highly probable concerning 
it; and though it may be a Secret 
hid amongſt the Treaſures of Nature, 
you proteſt it is equally curious as 
difficult ; and I don't think how one 
can conceive it otherwiſe, than my 
Explication of it is. I ſuppoſe, a- 
mong the reſt of the knowing Philo- 
ſophers, that a Lover tends daily at 
the Union of the Object, which he 
eſteems worthy his Love, to render it, 
if I may ſo fay, like to himſelf. See 
how it is managed, and how we ought 
to 
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to underſtand it; Love has its Riſe 
immediately as our Hearts receive the 
Impreſſion of an Objection, which our 
exterior Senſes repreſents as worthy 
our Affections; and by the Motion 
and Agitation which produces the 


Idea of this Object; the Heart being 
ſmit, the Spirits e eee ; which 
elevating themſelves to the Brain, de- 


ſcend to the Eyes of him who is affect- 
ed by the Object, and by that tranſ- 


porting themſelves by vifual Rays to 
the Eyes of the Perſon beloved; and 


at that Time cauſes a moſt ſtrong U- 
nion between the Spirits of the Perſon 
who loves, and thoſe of the Perſon 
reſpected; and if that fame Perſon feels 
the Impreſſion, ſhe returns the Rays of 
Love, by the ſame Ways and in like man- 
ner: And from the reciprocal Affection 
of the two, a perfect Amity is formed 
and they become moſt faithful and 
ſincere b and the more there 
is-of Proportion, and Equality between 


Nane, the Rrisndltün which 1 18 form- 
ed 


the Perſon who loves, and the Perſon 


= = e © 
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ed by a mutual Equality, will be the 
moſt ſtrong and perfect. This is the 
- Cauſe of that perfect Union, where 
one ſays generally, that their Hearts 
and Souls are wrapped upin eachother; 
and one's Miſtreſs is all he loves: 
From thence comes the pertect Opera- 
tion of Love. If Love is corporeal, it 
ſearches out the Union of Bodies; if 
Love is ſpiritual, it tends to the Union 
of Spirits; if it is a divine Love, it 
tends to a Unity with God, who is 
the only Object and ſole Manager be- 
tween the Loves of Heaven and 
Earth. 


Op 0 R E. I 

In truth, Odore, one could x never. 
have ing any thing ſo beautiful 
as what you have ſaid, and upon a 
Subject ſo difficult as hs A good 
Genius muſt of Neceſſity admire your 
Thoughts, approve of your Way of 
Reaſoning, and his Opinion muſt. 
have accorded with yours. But be- 
fore we finiſh our ſecond Diſcourſe, 

5 13 not 
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ſay ſomething of that F cendibip 
which forms itſelf from a Reſemblance 
from the Quality of like Humours, 


and Equality of Tempers: Do you 


not think that theſe ' ought to be the 


moſt ftrong, becauſe they are more 
natural, than thoſe which are inſtan- 


taneous, and ariſing from an extraor- 


A Manner ? 7 


oOiuk. | 
: Bp 15a Maximin PHB ich 
is, that the greater Proportion there 


is between the natural Quality, which 
knows, and may be known, the 


Knowledge then is moſt firm and 
perfect: It is the ſame of Love and 
true Amities, as I have remarked be- 


fore, whilſt it is in the Time of their - 
Durance. We ſee commonly that the 


Friendſhips which ariſe from Reſem- 
blances and Complexions of Bodies, 
are preſerved by the ſame Ways which 


naturally produce them, and continue 


as long as the Subjects of the Produc- 


tion: It is not, as the Concordance of 


- Muſick, 


* 
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Mufick, formed from the Contrariety 
of Sounds and Tones: We ſee imme- 
diately that their Bodies ſubſiſt, tho 
they are compoſed of divers Humours: 
And the World no otherwiſe preſerves 
itſelf than by contrary and different 
Elements; but the Harmony of Amity, 
and the Union of Friends, draws its 
Original from a certain Conformity of 
Humours, Tempers, and Inclinations, 
and continue the ſame always; it is 
this which makes that theſe Friend- 
| ſhips become daily more ſtrenuous, 
and their Continuance equal with 
their Subjects. There are certain Ef- 
fects in Nature which can preſerve 
themſelves, and exiſt ſeparate from 
their Cauſes, as the Flower of a Plant, 
the Fruit of a Tree; but we have re- 
marked of others, which for their 
Conſervation, want frequently the 
Principal of their Production, as the 
genial Heat of the Sun: I think we 
may ſay the ſame of Love founded up- 
on Charity; for it is true what St. Paul 
ſaith, That Charity never fails, Chari- 
tas nunnuam excidit. He is perfectly 


aſſured 


4 


26 Dis coRSES concerning 


aſſured, thoſe Friendſhips which are 


principally founded upon Charity ne- 


ver end, which I will ſhew' in the 
Purſuit of my Diſcourſe. 


SC OUR SE II. 
Shewing the Difficulty of knowing Mat: 


ODORE. 

F, according to the Opinion of 

Seneca, it is an extreme Pleaſure in 
Life to have Friends, and a Comfort 
to be loved even as one loves; would 


it not perplex a Man very much to 


love without a Return; and not only 
not to be reſpected, but even hated 
and diſregarded by thoſe whom one 
loves and cheriſhes very much? Tell 
me, if you pleaſe, Ozime, touching 
an Effect ſo oppoſite to Nature, and 
ſo contrary to Charity. 


Oz lux. 

Tuis cannot happen but from a 
Corruption of Nature ; for thoſe who 
are 


F'RIE ND:SHFP. 8 
are ſo inhuman, keep a ſecret Poiſon 
hid within their Hearts, and a Soul 
filled with Treachery, which makes 
them hate thoſe who love them, and ill 
uſe thoſe who do well to them, which 
touches not even Animals the moſt 
ſavage and fierce in Nature. Perſons 
who are of this brutiſh Temper, not 


1 only hate thoſe who reſpect them, but 


even viritate and fret them the more, 


| 4 the more they ſtrive to oblige them; 


and'when they have been of Service 
to them; and one ſees too often that 
they have a mortal Hatred apainſt 
thoſe who would ſacrifice their Life 
for the Preſervation of theirs, Eæaſpe- 
rantur obſequio, & amore ad odium 
irritantur ; They are exaſperated by 
Condeſcenſion, and ſtirred 5 to Ha- 
tred by Love. 


n 2 N 
WIr Method of Life, or np can 
we aſſociate ourſelves with theſe Sort 
of Friends? - Muſt-not one intirelyß 
fſhun them and avoid their Conver- 
E lation 7 | IN 
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OziMsE. 
TAE contrary ; one muſt reſpect 


them more and more; for many Per- 
ſons are 
Friendſhip, becauſe they reſpect one 
with a tedious Indifference; but if it 
happens that we loſe all Hopes of ever 
winning them, one muſt diſcreetly 
ſeparate from them, and with * 3 
Prudence; and it any one of theſe 


permitted to extinguiſh their 


Friends continue to oblige us, let us 


not refuſe it as coming from a Friend; 
and let us conſider he may be W 
ſary to us in ſome Meaſure, and it will 


argue a Want of Senſe to * 
him. 


OD ORE. 


Is one muſt avoid the Society of 


ſuch ſavage and inhuman Friends, we 
may cultivate a Friendſhip with thoſe 
we horiour, who will careſs, 


their Good-wall towards us. 


Gar 


praiſe, 
and make a thouſand Proteſtations of 


ve! 
wl 
ex 


pre 
ve 
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| OZ IMR. 
Ix theſe two Things, there are ſome 
Meaſures to guide us: If one muſt ab- 
ſolutely avoid the Company of the 
firſt, we muſt not confide too eaſily 

in the others, until we know the Ef. 
fects of their F . by Expe- 
" nience. 


O PDOR k. 
Ir is true, there is no Animal more 
difficult to know than Man; one muſt 
continually doubt of what he aſſures 
us; muſt continually fear what he 
promiſes, for they have too often a 

double Heart and TIO 


OZ IME. 
I proteſt, a Perſon of this 8 ne- 
ver appears in a more true Light than 
| when he careſſes you; and one is daily 
expoſed to ſome Treachery, when he 
promiſes Wonders: The 1zalian Pro- 


verb declares the Truth of 1 it in theſe 
0 LE Terms, 


>" 
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Terms, Ch: ti fa Piu caregge che non 


ſuole, o igannato tha, o igannarti 


vuole. 


| ODoRrE. 
"F remember to have read ſome 


time ſince the ſame Leſſon in a Latin 


Diſtich; which follows : : 


Dis te plus ſolito demulcet carmine 


blando, 
5 Capere inſidiis nititur ille e 


« Who ſooths you with a more than 
uſual Flattery, endeavours to enſnare 
you.” It is very proper to examine 


the Cauſes of the Suſpicion we ought. 


to have, ſo as to profit by it, and aſ- 


ſure ourſelves upon the Proteſtations 
which are made by theſe flattering and 
imaginary Friends; and I think this 


Affair not ſo eaſy to determine. 


OziMs. 
Wirnour Doubt, Odore, you have 


| bali to believe 4 
O Do- 
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O PDORERE. 


I think and believe ſo, becauſe; as 


Tam going to tell you, the Know- 


ledge of Man is more difficult than of 


any other Creature ; becauſe his Pro- 
teſtations and Vows, which ought to 


prop Truth, ſerve only to authoriſe 


his F Shad ; the Honey which 


comes out of his Mouth is always 
mixed with Wormwood; his Affability 
is never without Gall and Bitterneſs ; 
and in his Speeches and Proteſtations 


there is continually Falſhood and Diſ- 
ſimulation: And in order to be ſe- 
| cured from all theſe Accidents, it is 


neceſſary to be ſuſpicious of them, to 
prove the contrary, by the 2 5 
what KEE promiſe. 


| -OZzIME. 
II is a ſtrange Thing that every one 
al accuſe his Friend of Diſſimu- 


lation, and Ingratitude, and Infidelity, 
as if Friendſhip could be compatible 


with Diſſimulation, Ingratitude, and 
02 Infi- 
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Infidelity, One knows not that he 


who begins to diſſemble, to be un- 


_ grateful and unfaithful, ceaſes to be a 
Friend, and never was a true Friend, 
who hath failed ſometimes to be one. 


True Amity is a Virtue. which conti- 


nually laſts; Diſſimulation, Ingrati- 
tude, and Infidelity, are Vices which 


never endure long. When we have 


found one of theſe Faults in a Perſon 
of whom we thought as a Friend, it 
is not Amity which is loſt, it. is Diſſi- 
mulation, a Vice which his diſcovered 


itſelf, and made our Error known to 
us; it is then for our better Security | 


to be conſtantly upon our Guard. 


O DORE. 


Bur this i ſerves only to a 


perfidious End, and a mortal Hatred: 


Tell us, if you pleaſe, how we ought 
to live and converſe with theſe falſe 


Friends 


OZ TME. 
Tx nos Perverſe, Ungrateful, and 


Unfaithful, as long as they are our 
tale 


FRIENDS HII... 
falſe Friends, one muſt not flight, 
and not in the leaſt irritate them 
againſt us; one muſt regard their 
Faith, and the Amity we have ſwore 
to them; and for their Ingratitude, 
we muſt not prove unfaithful. If we 
conſider well the Horror of their 
Vices, the more we ſhall be in Love 
with Virtues, their Contraries ; for it 
is impoſſible that one Friend ſhould 
deceive another, and be infincere and 
ungrateful to him ; for it is ourſelves 
we deceive, taking them for true 
Friends, who have only a ſimple Af- 

tection for us, and liable to Change. Pls 

'ODponEr 
Thur Change is never found in 
true Friends. 
_ OZ1ME. 
No Odbre, it is never found amongſt 
them; our Neighbours, our Com- 
panions, our Brothers, Siſters, and 
all our Parents may hate us, and do 
ill to us, but our Friends can never 
hate us: Hatred is exempt from true 
Amity ; it is this cauſes the Difter- 
0 3 egnce 
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rence one frequently finds among Pa- 
rents and Friends; becauſe Parents 
{till continue to be Parents for all their 


Infidelity and Hatred, but Friends 
loſe the Name of Friends as ſoon as 
they are capable of the leaſt Ingrati- 
tude, for that _— 1 to falſe 
Friends. 

Odo 


War 1s your Sentiment, Ogime, 


touching that Vice of Ingratitude? 


Oz1M = 
Ir is a Thing altogether unneceſſary 


to exclaim againſt it here; there is no 


one in the World but what blames it; 
one cannot find it in all Nature; even 


1 moſt barbarous Nations condemn 


There is no one Vice more fre- 
ke among Men, than that of In- 


gratitude : In the mean while one 


finds often that they who cry out a- 
gainſt it, at the ſame Time practiſe it 
the moſt; it therefore moſtly happens, 
that he he would raiſe himſelf above 


theſe ungrateful Perſons, frequently 


ſuffers 
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ſuffers more, than grows in their E- 


ſteem. One muſt avoid the Maxim 
of ſome Perſons, who believe Ingra- 


titude ſhould be repaid with the like; 


for it is the Glory of a generous Heart, 
and that renders him more amiable, 
to be of Service to thoſe who are un- 
worthy of it, rather than once to 
fail of doing God. to the Perſon who * 
_— . * 
A good Work is never without its I” 
Recompence; and when one does well 
to thoſe who deſerve it not, that good 
Action brings a threefold Reward to 
him that does it. It is certain, when 
we do good to others, it is profiting _ 
ourſelves; becauſe the Joy we perceive 
in our Mind to be capable of ſugh a 
Thing, is Part of our Satisfaction 
and it is ſtill of greater Conſolation | 
to us not to be accounted amongſt 
thoſe Monſters of Ingratitude, who 
are abhorred by the whole Earth ; and 
oftentimes the Inclination we have of 
doing good to others, is a great Im- 
provement to our Neighbour, and 
04 moſt 
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moſt agreeable to God, who never 
ſuffers us to go without a Recompence, 
if not in this, in the next World, 
where our Liberality will be the more 
meritorious, as not having met with 


any other Return, but [ngratitude 1 in 
Lite. 


eon 


Whether Fidelity is always an aſſured 
Proof WP: a IN e | 


555 Oc ts 
N truth, that Diffidence which 
we have already mentioned, is a 


very troubleſome Thing, and es 
an Uneaſineſs to all thoſe who would 
conſtitute a ſolid Friendſhip, and 
faithful inſeparable Friends. I know 

very well one may doubt much of 

Things; but however, if we have ap- 
proved the Fidelity of a Perſon in 
9 an and in different Re-encounters, 


_ what Reaſon can we bare to miſtruſt 
| him P 


0 Z I- 
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| OE IME. 
Tnar Fidelity is not always a cer- 
tain Proof of a true and faithful 
Amity. 


— 


One | 
UroN what then can this Uncer- 
tainty be founded? I think there is 
| nothing comparable to a Fidelity which 
one finds in a Friend; and. I think 
there is nothing more capable to pre- 


ſerve it, than to be cloſely contracted 


to him. 


Oz IME. 


J will tell you once again, Odore, | 


* it is not always a Mark of an aſ- 
ſured, ſincere, and perfect Friend- 
ſhip: Know you not that there is no- 


5 thing more hid than the Thoughts of 
Men, and nothing more diſtant from 


our Knowledge, than the true Inten- 


tions which govern their Speeches and 


their Effects, which we believe are 
certain Marks of their Fidelity, and of 
the Affection they teſtify. And as 


We 


* 
r — „„ 8 2 
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we are aſſured, without doubt, that 


nothing is more in ſecret than the 
Thoughts of Mankind, and nothing 


more difficult than the Knowledge 3 


their Intentions, we can never fail in 
our Experience, though we almoſt 
daily fail in our Opinions. How 
know we that other Perſons are more 
aſſured in their Friends than we are 
of ours, who after a thouſand Offers 
of their Services, a thouſand Proteſta- 
tions of their Fidelity, aà thouſand 
Demonſtrations of their Well-willing, 
may be'deceived, when they come 
to the Effects and Proofs of their fine 
Speeches, which they have given us, 
and of their vain Promiſes they have 
made? And how comes it among ſo 
great a Number of Friends of this 
Sort, that ſo many Broils, Quarrels, 
and deadly Averſions ariſe? Is not this 
the Cauſe, that they have found out 
the Perfidy, and diſcovered the Trea- 
chery of thoſe who have promiſed and 
ſwore to continue ever faithful to 
them? 


. 
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ODOR E. 


War you lay, Ozime, is exceed. 


ing well; but I am not as yet ſatiſ- 


* Hed; for this Diffidence, of which we 


ſpeak, troubles me; and I think it 
beneath an honeſt Man to be fo con- 
tinually ſuſpicious, becauſe, according 
to my Opinion, an approved Fidelity 
is the moſt certain Mark we can have 
of a peer Amity. . i + 
OzZ1Ms. 


You ſay all, Odore, when you 


ſpeak of an approved Fidelity; but it 


is certain, that we ſhall be continu- 


115 ally in this Inquietude, until we per- 


fectly know the Sincerity of theſe 
Friendſhips, by the Proof of the Ef- 
fects which ought to follow; for they 


only continue our Friends ſo long as 


we uſe them as we do ourſelves; they 
are falſe Friends, and will forſake us, 
whenever we ceaſe to be of Service, or 
do otherwiſe than well by them. 


BE 
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NEW BOOKS | 


J Publilsd, (Adina to_the Duke of Dons, 
£2 and the Earl of Oxford,) - 


| L I S<nLianzous Works of his late Excellency 
; MaTTHEw PRIOR, Eſq; In Two Volumes. 


| Vorvme the FirsT containing 
The HISTORY of his Own Time. Compiled from 
His Original Manuſcripts. Reviſed and figned by Him- 
ſelf, and copied fair for the Preſs by Mr. Adrian Drift, 
his Executor. - 


Poxꝝ r or greateſt SCHOLAR that ever wrote, . 
I MarTrT. PRIOR. 


[This Wark, purfuant to Mr. Prior's laſt Will and Teſta- 
ment, contains a full Account of his political Life, viz. 
His Negotiations, Commiſſions, Warrants, and Letters, 
from his firſt Entrance into public Buſineſs to his Death; 

And contains the Letters which paſſed between Him and 
the Lords Mancheſter, Jerſey, Durſley, Duke of Shrewſ- 

bury, Earl of Halifax, &c. Mr. Prior's Fournal 9 
his Tranſactions in France from 1713 to 1715, and t 
Letters which paſſed between Him, the Lord Dartmouth, 
Lord Bolingbroke, &c. the Proceedings againſt Mr. Prior 
at his Return Home, with what paſſed at his Examinatian 
before a Committee of the Privy Council ; drawn up by 
Himſelf; and his Anſwer to the Report of the Committee 
of Secrecy. ] | 


Thad rather be thought a good ENG LISHMAN, than the beſt 


_ __ Vorvms the SEconD containing 
A New COLLECTION of POEMS: Conſiſting 
of Er Is TLERS, TALEs, SATIREs, EPIGRAMs, Gg. 
with ſome ſelect Latin Performances written by Mr. 
PR IOR while at St. John's College, Cambridge. Now 
firſt publiſhed from His Original Manuſcripts. Reviſed 
dy Himſelf, and copied fair for the Prefs by Mr. Adrian 
— rift, his Executor. The Sg o 3 — 
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II. Bibliotheca Recondita : Or, 8 Collection of curious 


private Pieces, (ſome of which great Endeavours have 


have been uſed to conceal from publick View) regularly 

methodiſed, in all Faculties, Arts, and Sciences. 

By JOHN CHAMBERS, Ey; of the City of Hereford. 
In Two Volumes Octavo, Price Twelve Shillings. 


Books have their Fate, to no One Taſte confin'd, 
is their Variety improves the Mind, 


The Deſign of this Undertaking is to reſcue from Obli- 
vion all ſuch Pieces as have been endeavoured to be ſup- 


preſſed by Arbitrary Power; or ſuch as through their | 


Scarcity are become very dear, and have not been preſerved 
in any former Collection. Theſe two Volumes are chiefly 
Philological, Critical, Juridical, and Hiſtorical Tracts, vi. 
1. The famous Trial of Mr. Grame, an Epiſcopal Miniſter 
in Scotland, in 1701. for aſſerting the Doctrine of Chriſt's 


Satisfaction. [ Thiscurious Piece has been ſold for a Guinea, : 


and was ſuppreſſed by the Scots Synod.] 2. The two Law- 


givers: Or, a Parrallel between the Inſtitutions of Moes 


and Mabomet. [This Piece was written by a Nobleman, 
and ſuppreſs'd.] 3. Critical Remarks, Obſervations, and 
Roms of ſeveral Errors in Dean Prideaux's Connec- 
tion of the Old and New Teſtament, by Mr. Le Clerc. 


4. Biſhop Burnet's Two Diſſertations in Defence of Poly- 


gamy, proving, that Sterility in Women, and Croffneſs 
of Temper, are ſufficient Cauſes of Divorce; and this 
Point diſcuſſed, Whether it is better, that a Man have many 
Wives, or a Woman many Huſbands? 5. Cafes of Im- 
potency and Virginity debated in ſeveral Trials, viz. The 
Counteſs of Z//ex ; the Hon. Mrs. Weld; a certain Peer 
and a bountiful young Jriſo Widow; with Dr. Fohnſon's 
Differtation, occaſioned by the famous Few Contract of 
Marriage between Mrs, Villa Real, and Mr. Mendes de 
Co/ia. 6. The Invalidity of an unconſummated Mar: | 
riage, by Biſhop Fleezword. 7. The Marks of Virginity 
deſcribed, with full Proofs that they are not to be depend- 
ed uon. 8. Dr. Tindall's moſt judicious Tract .on the 
Law of Nations, and Right of Princes ; with ſeveral other 
Pieces. Any Perſon who will aſſiſt our Defign; are defired 
to communicate their Intentions to Mr. Curll, who is ap- 


pointed our Bookſeller, Fobn Chambers, Sec. 


III. Twenty 


NEW B 
II. Twenty Years Literary Correſpondence between 
2 Locke, Eſq; Meſſieurs Limborch, Leibnitz, and the 
Rev. Mr. King of Exeter, from 1685 to 1705. Wherein 
. ſome of the moſt important Theological and Philoſophical 
Points are clearly diſcuſſed. With impartial Characters of 
Men and Books, Sects, Parties, and Opinions. To which 
is ſubjoined, Monſieur Le Clerc's Hiſtorical Account of 
Mr. Locke's Life and Writings; with His Laſt Will and 
Teſtament. The Third Edition, Price 4 5. 5 
Ihe Genuine Literary Correſpondence of Mr. Pope, 
and the moſt illuſtrious Perſonages, for above thirty Years. 


[De Publick having teen egregiouſly impoſed on for four 


Tears paſt, it is noto thought proper to recite the parti- 
icular Contents of theſe Volumes, to diſtinguiſb them 
rom all pyratical and caſtrated Editions.) 
og „„ Contra | 
Letters which paſſed between Mr. Pope and his Friends: 
Adorned with fine Prints of him, Mr. Adai/on, Mr. Con- 
greve, and Dean Swift, Engraved by Mr. Vertue and 
Mr. Vandergucht. | 
: „ J- Cones: - 
I. Nine Letters of Mr. Pope to Mr. Cromwell and Mr. 
Diennis, with one from Sir Richard Steele. 2. Biſhop At- 
terbury's Defence of Lord Clarendon's Hiſtory, from the 
filly Slander of Meſſieurs Dactet and Oldmixon. Several 
Letters of Biſhop Atterbury relating to the French Litera- 
ture. His Speech when he was elected Dean of Chri/t. 
Church Oxon. His moſt elegant Latin Verſion of Mr. 
Dryden's Abſalom and Achitophel. Some Poetical Pieces of 


this learned Prelate; and a true Copy of his Laſt Willand _ 


Teftament. 3. Letters of Mr. Addon while he was Se- 
cCretary of 3 4. Letters of Mr. Prior when he was 

Secretary to Lord Fer/ey. 5. Letters between King 
Milliam and Lord Somers. 6. Letters of Secretary Harley. 
7. A curigus Letter of Judge Powys to the Earl of Macele/- 
field. 8. The Remains of Peter le Neve, Eſq; Norroy 
King of Arms: Conſiſting of his Creed, his Epitaph, his 
| Indenture made with Death, and his laſt Will and Teſta- 
ment. 9. Letters of Mr. Dryden. 10. Letters of Major 
Pack to Lord Harrington; Mr. Pope's Burleſque of the 
firſt Pſalm, and ſome other Pieces: With Pictures of 
Biſhop Atterbury, Mr. Prior, &c. Anecdotes of Mr. 
Pope's Life, and a true Account how his Letters came 

to be printed,  : - > WE. 
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NEW B O O K 8. 


v OL. III. Contains, 

E 1 of Mr. Pope to the Dutcheſs of Buckinghan, 
&c. 2. A Letter written in the Name of Mr. Pope to Mr. 
Gay, by the Rev. Mr. V eſley. 3. A curious Account of 
the Birth, Education, Family, and Death of Mr. Dryden. 


4. Character of the Duke of Chandois, by Mr. Amburſt, 


5. A Letter from the Duke of Shrewſbury to Mr. Curll, 


concerning Lord Holles's Memoirs. 6. A Letter from Dr. 7 


Tanner, Biſhop of St. Aſaph, to Mr. Curll, relating to 
Lord Clarendon's Hiſtory. 7. Memoirs of the Life of Au- 
thony Collins, Eſq; 8. A Letter to Mr. Pope in Defence of 
Aﬀes. 9g. Letter of Lord Lan ſdorone to the Earl of Bath, 


&c. 10. Letters of Mrs. Manley, Author of the Atalantis. | 


11. The Life of Mr. Thomas Hearne, the Oxford Anti- 
quary; with his laſt Will and Teſtament, and his Picture. 


12. A Character of the Dutcheſs of Ormond. 13. An Ode 5 
on the Death of Biſhop Atterbury: Adorned with the Cuts NE. 


of Mr. Gay, Lord Lanſdowne, Lord Hahfax, &c. 
VO IL. IV: Contains, 


1. Sober Advice from Horace: A Satire. With ſome | | 


other Pieces of Mr. Pope, which he would have concealed. 
2. His Character of Mr. Curll, with Notes. 3. A Series 


of Political Letters from 1688 to 1730. 4. An original 


Letter of Biſhop Barlow concerning Sin Right. 
5. Letters of Biſhop Fleetwood to Biſhop Burnet, 6. Two 


Letters from Biſhop Atterbury to Mr. Rollin and Mr. Den- 


nis. 7. Biſhop Smallridge's Character of Biſhop Atterbury. 
8. Mr. Addiſon's Oration in Defence of the Vetotonian 
Philoſophy. 9. Original Letters between King Henry 


VIII. and Anne Boleyn. 10. The laſt Will and Teſtament 
of Anthony Collins, Eq; &c. 1 


V O L. V. Contains, 

Letters between Mr. Pope, Biſhop Atterbury, Lord Ba- 
lingbroke, Lord' Peterborough, Lord Harcourt, Lord Oxford, 
Duke of Buckingham, Dean Swift, &c. With original 
Letters of Lord Lanſdune, Sir Samuel Garth, Mr. Walſh, 
&c. With Notes and a Key. Price 25 5. in Ofavo, or 
10 5. in 4 Vols, 12710, ſew'd up in Blue Paper. | 
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